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With the recent 

publication of a new 

book in Egypt, “The 

Egyptian Alternative,” by Philippe 

Paraskevas, a fresh conversation 

has begun within Egyptian Arabian 

circles and beyond.

The issues raised have relevance 

for the Arabian breed as a whole. 

In the last half of the 1990s, the 

Egyptian Arabian represented only 

two percent of U.S. registrations. For the past decade, straight Egyptian 

registrations have exceeded 10 percent annually; 13 percent in 2007. What 

the straight Egyptian community chooses to breed will have a greater and 

longer-term impact on the breed than most people realize, especially because 

of the precipitous drop in registrations during the past 20 years.

In an effort to air thoughts and opinions on these matters, Arabian 
Horse World invited a cross-section of Arabian breeders and scholars to 

participate in a discussion. Respondents have commented personally and not 

as the representatives of any organization with which they happen to be 

associated or identified.

We are grateful to these individuals for sharing their thoughts with us, 

and invite our readers to respond.

Anita K. Enander
Board of Directors, Institute for the 
Desert Arabian Horse
1. Please give us a brief, thumbnail 
sketch of your involvement with 
the Arabian breed.

My dream of owning an Arabian 
horse began in the pages of the “The 
Black Stallion” books. Throughout my 
youth I rode other breeds in multiple 
disciplines, focusing largely on dressage 
and endurance. In the early 1990s I retired 
as president of my own international 
management consulting company 
and was working for trainer Charles 
Wilhelm (CW Training), starting young 
horses and restarting problem horses. 
There I developed a reputation of being 
particularly effective with Arabians. My 
plans to buy, after 35 years of dreams, one 
Arabian gelding as a riding horse quickly 
became an obsession with conservation 
breeding of asil stock that resulted in a 
growing herd. I served on the board of 
directors of Al Khamsa, Inc., helped found 
the Institute for the Desert Arabian Horse, 
and now serve as its chair. Through the 
Institute I help conserve the historic and 
genetic heritage of the original Desert 
Arabian horse. At my farm in Northern 
California, I breed, train, and ride all of 
my Arabians, and I facilitate breeding of 
those with rare desert bloodlines through 
other partnerships.

2. Among Arabian horses, one can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down to us through the ages from the desert, 
yet today’s halter showring seems to reward only one “ideal” type. What 
are your thoughts on this discrepancy? What is its impact on the breed?

Western horsemen/women who saw Arabian horses in their desert homeland 
describe them with remarkable consistency, yet the photographs show us a diversity of 
phenotype. This apparent contradiction can be understood because the horses seen in 
Arabia Deserta were so alike when compared to the very different horses that Western 
travelers saw at home. Today, we perceive greater differences within the breed, reaching 
back from the imports to today’s champions, because we have the luxury of seeing 
hundreds, even thousands, of Arabians at shows and in photos and videos. 

The Bedouin focused on utility as their ideal “type,” which allowed for different 
phenotypes. Westerners have long created breeds (whether livestock, equine, or pet/
fancy) around a single phenotype. It is not surprising that Westerners have defined an 
“ideal” as a single phenotype, but it is an imposition of a Western view that doesn’t 
fit the original Bedouin horse. The differences are driven by culture, circumstances, 



3 ! THE EGYPTIAN ALTERNATIVE ! WORLD

the treatment many receive. I am grateful that Paraskevas is also prompting discussion 
of whether halter showing should be the ultimate arbiter of quality.

4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” the author builds a case in favor of 
outcrossing, citing the views of several authors. He observes that there is 
a worldwide tendency to inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, and warns that 
sustained inbreeding leads to loss of spirit and to gradual degeneration 
of the stock. Please give us your opinion on these points in theory, and 
also based on your own experience.

This gets to the heart of the genetic issues with which the Institute for the 
Desert Arabian Horse has been dealing since its inception. Our work, which began 
with completing the haplotype identification of dam lines and included our 2010 
Symposium on Genetic Disorders, is now focused on a broader study of genetic 
diversity.

One area we are examining is whether breeding models that focus on certain 
subgroups and the use of a small number of sires (what Dr. Ann Bowling called “the 
cult of the sire”) has accelerated the loss of genetic diversity. There are anecdotal reports 
that the Egyptian gene pool shows some evidence of inbreeding depression: loss of 
fertility in stallions, increasing rates of foal rejection, greater expression of recessive 
genetic disorders because of increased homozygosity, etc. The Institute is working with 
leading genetic and genomic researchers to characterize the existing genetic diversity 
and to model effective breeding schemes to conserve diversity and avoid inbreeding 
depression. We hope this work will put science behind what has, until now, been theory 
and opinion. 

5. Do you believe that for outcrossing purposes, tail female lines are 
important considerations today?

Outcrossing should take into account the entire pedigree. As far as we know, only 
the mitochondria (which affect cell health and the immune system) are passed along the 
tail-female line. That leaves about 30,000 genes on 64 chromosomes to determine the 

and interests (survival then, commerce 
now). The impact is twofold: first, 
halter downplays (or even ignores) the 
original key trait of the Arabian — its 
functionality and utility as a riding horse. 
Second, rewarding a single ideal reduces 
genetic diversity — to the detriment of 
the breed, probably at a much faster rate 
than would have occurred in the desert.

The author speaks in several 
places about the dismal prospects for a 
bottleneck in the gene pool as a result of 
focusing on a single “ideal” type. One can 
only hope that breeders who feel a long-
term commitment to the breed will come 
together to discuss this issue and, using 
scientific research on genetic diversity 
together with observations of phenotypic 
variance, propose solutions that like-
minded breeders can implement.

3. One recognized quality of 
the original Arabian horse is 
a willing and kind disposition 
toward humans. Do you believe 
that current training practices for 
halter show horses are compatible 
with the original nature of the 
purebred Arabian horse?

The Arabian horse’s reputed affinity 
for humans matches my own experience, 
based on training horses of almost every 
breed. There is no horse like the Arabian. 
While I do not train for halter, I believe 
these desert treasures deserve better than 

Anita Enander.
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genotype. Once one accepts that strain 
names are family names and nothing 
more, one can focus on the real diversity 
issue of the genotype. I am not saying 
that female lines are unimportant, only 
that they intrinsically play only two roles: 
that of the history that is associated with 
the Bedouin families who bred them 
and the diversity represented in the 
mitochondrial DNA.

We can use mitochondrial DNA to 
determine how many unique female lines 
(haplotypes) we have in the Arabian (and 
groups like the Egyptian) gene pool. Of 
more than 100 foundation dam lines in 
North American breeding, there are at least 
45 different haplotypes (combining results 
from research by Dr. Bowling published 
in 2000, the results of the testing at the 
Polish stud published in 2007, and work 
being done by the Institute for the Desert 
Arabian Horse through the University of 
California at Davis). There are certainly 
more unique haplotypes to be found in the 
desert stock in Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
and other homeland countries. 

Some haplotypes have several 
contemporary lines of descent that 
otherwise have no known relationship. 
For example, the Blunt mare Rodania, 
Egyptian mares Venus and Roga El Beda, 
Davenport’s imports Wadduda and 
Urfah, the Saudi import Noura, and the 
French mare Cherifa (1869) all have the 
same haplotype but no identified desert 
connection. It seems we have a generous 
amount of diversity among dam lines 
represented not just by the mitochondrial 
DNA differences, but, quite likely, 
by the diversity in genes that became 
incorporated in the pedigrees of mares of 
the same “prehistoric” female ancestress 
that apparently were bred onward for 
hundreds of years in very different parts 
of Arabia Deserta. Conservation breeding 
practices would argue for maintaining the 
known lines of unique female descent for 
the diversity they represent, not just for 
outcrossing.

Oh, and yes, you may infer that I do not breed by strain but that I am involved in 
conservation breeding of rare dam lines.

6. Do you have a favorite coat color? Do you consider color when you 
make breeding decisions? Why or why not?

Color is not a consideration for me; I have horses of every color. It is wise to 
maintain diversity of coat color as one indicator of phenotypic diversity. If research 
shows that homozygous greys are significantly more susceptible to melanomas 
(especially in younger horses), I would be inclined to avoid breeding homozygous grays 
because of the health issue.

7. According to the author, it has been accepted without much thought 
or debate that the Ottoman rulers of Egypt and their immediate 
entourage (Abbas Pasha, etc.) are the source of the Egyptian Arabian, 
perhaps the best source. The author, on the other hand, points to the 
desertbred bloodstock of Inshass and to desertbred stock generally 
as being equally important in the long run. Where do you stand on 
this point? 
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The author rightly points out that 
the Ottoman rulers and their descendants 
collected authentic desert stock from the 
Bedouin and created a breeding tradition 
that has extended for more than 150 years. 
However, the Pashas collected desertbred 
stock from the Bedouin throughout 
Arabia Deserta. The stock came from 
Bedouin in the north (what is now Syria) 
to the south of Saudi Arabia. The mtDNA 
results explained above show that horses 
of the same ancestress origin were found 
in many different parts of the desert. We 
don’t know how much genetic “difference” 
there is in the Inshass horses compared to 
what bred forward from the Pashas. But 
the author’s suggestion for developing 
more from desert-source (Bedouin origin) 
stock gifted to Inshass in the 

1930s-50s, together with what may 
now be found in Bahrain and perhaps 
Saudi Arabia, is entirely consistent with 
the sources used to create today’s “Straight 
Egyptian” horse. 

Whether breeders choose to 
incorporate “outside” blood in the future 
will be a matter of fierce debate. The 
current straight Egyptian Arabian horse 
is the largest, most recognized, readily 
available, and best-documented source 
of Bedouin-origin stock available to 
breeders worldwide. We are fortunate to 
have an international knowledge base of 
what is available to breeders, including 
a developing understanding of just how 
limited that gene pool is, and where we 
can find the remaining descendants of 
exclusively Bedouin-bred stock: Bahrain 
and some of the Saudi stock cited by the 
author, but also horses in Syria that should 
not be ignored. It will also be important to 
retain desert-source stock that is not part 
of the Egyptian gene pool.

8. The author declares that in the 
modern era, an Egyptian “identity” 
has been threatened by reservoir-
depleting overselling of stock 
out of Egypt and by the lack of 

organized resistance to breeding in conformity to Western showring 
standards. Do you agree? Why or why not? 

Hmmm … Will a core of Egyptian breeders bring us “Tea Party II” on behalf 
of the Egyptian Arabian horse? I don’t think the author is arguing for replacing a 
“Western” ideal with a single, different “Egyptian” ideal. I read the author’s interest 
as wanting Egyptian breeders to assert (reassert) their role as leaders of a particular 
breeding tradition, while conserving a healthy gene pool through not overusing 
particular bloodlines, using some less-popular bloodlines (especially from Inshass), 
not being caught up in the popular-sire phenomenon, potentially crossing in new 
desert-source stock from countries of origin like Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, increasing 
the focus on utility, etc. I read his argument as an exhortation for Egyptian breeders 
to lead in all of these ways, separating themselves from the Western tradition that has 
developed in the past 50 years. 

Efforts from whatever quarter that prompt us to breed a range of phenotypes, 
focus on utility, offer new ways of evaluating horses without the current halter showring 
practices/standards, and rethink breeding schemes so that retaining diversity is a 
consideration should all be welcomed. 

9. What are your thoughts on whether or not the EAO should be 
privatized? What do you think would be the best way to preserve this 
living cultural heritage of Egypt?

Underlying Paraskevas’ comments is the issue of whether conservation of genetic/
phenotypic diversity can be maintained given market forces. He argues that the EAO 
can be a repository of conservation breeding that need not be swayed by changing 
market interests. In the U.S., private conservation efforts have been in place for 
many years, generally operating outside of the popular marketplace. Certainly there 
are cultural issues as well; state studs in Poland, Hungary, and Russia (and, by some 
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definition, Weil in Germany) provide 
interesting comparative models, while a 
U.S. national stud would be anathema 
to American cultural values. Only 
the Egyptian national breeders and 
relevant government authorities can 
determine whether a central government 
or privatized stud can better achieve 
a conservation goal — if there is any 
agreement on such a goal.

10. In his conclusion, the author 
offers two specific suggestions 
for constructive reforms. First, 
he proposes moving away from pure 
and simple phenotypic evaluation 
in order to include ability under 
saddle as an equal criterion in 
judging. His second suggestion is 
to judge every bloodline separately, 
in an effort to conserve for the 
long-term the typical identity of 
every historical bloodline, male 
and female. He asks, “Can you really 
compare an Anter to an Akhtal, 
a Morafic to a Gassir?” Your 
thoughts?

Ah, back to utility. One wonders if 
this is like complaining about the weather 
— or if anyone is going to do anything 
about it. Breeders of various interests from 
around the globe have asserted the need 
to focus more on utility when evaluating 
horses. Those who have heard judge 
Scott Benjamin’s eloquent presentation 
on “Arabian Type” hear the same lament. 
Perhaps this cause will finally take hold in 
the early part of the 21st century. One can 
only hope.

I have been fortunate to observe 
inspections for warmblood registries and, 
most recently, an inspection by Ahmed Al 
Samarraie for the International Shagya-
Arabian Society. This has reinforced for 
me that it really is possible to judge a 
horse as a horse, regardless of the range 
of phenotype shown within a breed. If 
we judge a horse for functionality (which 
for me would include the canter) as well 

as general breed characteristics (no one wants a horse with small eyes), it is possible 
to compare Anter to Akhtal, etc. It is when we set a single phenotypic ideal that we 
have trouble.

11. What horse that you have bred, or admired from afar, comes the closest 
to your ideal Arabian horse? Do you appreciate and/or breed for more 
than one type? Please explain. 

Among Egyptian horses I would love to have Bint Yamama, whose descendants 
include Negma, Mahroussa, *Zarife, *Fadl, *Maaroufa, Zahra, *Aziza, *Roda, Aroussa, 
*Nasr, and Sirecho (I own a mare whose pedigree includes most of these). The stallion 
Javera Thadrian, descended from Davenport’s 1906 imports and bred by Charles 
Craver, is high on my list (I own a daughter). Both of these historic Arabians have 
all the exceptional qualities of a riding horse, with tremendous balance, willing and 
tractable temperaments, and proven records in passing those traits to subsequent 
generations. They look rather different, which is perhaps the obvious indicator that I 
like (and breed) different phenotypes. I also appreciate being able to reach into different 
bloodlines for variety in temperament. That is another subject raised by the author that 
is sorely in need of further discussion.

Allison Mehta
Talaria Farms, Atlanta, Georgia
1. Please give us a brief, thumbnail 
sketch of your involvement with 
the Arabian breed.

Although I owned a Half-Arabian 
gelding during my teens, I have been 
involved with purebred Arabians (and 
Half-Arabians) since 1984 when I 
purchased an Al Marah-bred riding horse 
for recreation. I then bred, for some years, 
Half-Arabian western horses (with a 
particular interest in palominos). In 1997 
I purchased my first straight Egyptian 
mare. In 1998 my husband Curt and I 
purchased Talaria Farms in Newnan, Georgia, and a year later the straight Egyptian 
stallion Botswana — and we have pretty much concentrated on breeding straight 
Egyptian and Egyptian related/sired horses for the last 12 years.

2. Among Arabian horses, one can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down to us through the ages from the desert, 
yet today’s halter showring seems to reward only one “ideal” type. What 
are your thoughts on this discrepancy? What is its impact on the breed?

I personally find it fascinating that, throughout the performance disciplines here in 
the U.S., breeders are breeding for a particular “type” (for want of a better word) within 
the overall Arabian breed. For instance, western discipline horses (pleasure, working 
western, etc.) are becoming prettier, smaller (some as small as 14.2-14.3 hands) and 
stockier in phenotype — as this size makes performing the western gaits easier. Quite 
the reverse is true of the English discipline horses (many of whom really today resemble 
partbreds).

Allison Mehta
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The U.S. is at an interesting watershed with regard to halter horses. For years, the 
more “saddlebred” look in breeding classes was the desired phenotype. But recently, 
slowly and with some visibly painful dissension within the ranks, the market seems to 
be turning to horses that present what is termed here “more European type.” One hears 
the word “type” (meaning, in the U.S., a pretty face) being used more and more with 
regard to halter horses.

Personally, I think that Arabian type has always been diversified by the very dint of 
strains within the breed. Thus, to me, a “Kuhaylan type” stallion (given that he is still 
a well-conformed horse) is as much a representative of the overall breed as is a more 
refined, pretty “Dahman” or “Saglawi” type horse. But how we convince the overall 
breeding world that phenotypical diversity, as historically represented by the different 
strains, is desirable is another matter. 

3. One recognized quality of the original Arabian horse is a willing and 
kind disposition toward humans. Do you believe that current training 
practices for halter show horses are compatible with the original nature 
of the purebred Arabian horse?

I think current training practices for halter horses are despicable and leave many 
horses scarred (both physically and emotionally) for life. That being said, one has to 
understand that one standard of “type” has always been Arabian horse charisma, and 
many trainers feel that too “soft” an approach in training leads to a somewhat dull horse 
in the ring (too calm, no extreme tail carriage, animation, snorting, dancing, etc.). How 
to get a balance between kindness and charismatic presentation in the ring is a very 
real question. A few trainers do this very well, but most don’t have the slightest clue 
as to how to accomplish charisma without frightening the horse with abusive training 

techniques.
However, many Arabian horse owners 

are as guilty as the trainers — wanting 
instant “30-day wonders” who will step 
into the ring and win a big prize. These 
owners put pressure on the trainers, and 
that pressure ends up as abusive methods 
being used on the horse to obtain quicker 
results.

4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” 
the author builds a case in favor 
of outcrossing, citing the views of 
several authors. He observes that 
there is a worldwide tendency to 
inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, 
and warns that sustained inbreeding 
leads to loss of spirit and to 
gradual degeneration of the stock.

Please give us your opinion on these 
points in theory, and also based on your 
own experience. We stand a very linebred 
stallion, and have managed his career 
since he was a yearling. Both Curt and I 
are firm, firm believers in hybrid vigor, 
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and Botswana has rarely been crossed 
back on his own bloodlines. Too much 
linebreeding is really the same thing as 
inbreeding, and the results are eventually 
both physically and genetically deleterious.

I think the saddest thing about the 
popularity of certain bloodlines (and 
the assassination of others) is that many 
wonderful horses have not been used 
with each other. The results might be 
quite serendipitous — and many genetic 
problems we are now witnessing in 
certain herds around the world could have 
perhaps been avoided or at least reduced.

We have tried to bring totally 
outcross mares to our stallion, and there 
has been, if our record is any example, no 
loss of “type” but rather, I 
think, a wonderful merging 
of less favored Egyptian 
bloodlines with more 
popular (or commonly 
used) ones to deliver some 
exquisite horses with strong 
genetic material.

Our stallion has two 
lines to Nasralla, and thus 
would not be a desirable 
sire in many parts of the 
world, particularly the 
Middle East. But, sadly, 
his genetic material and 
beautiful type are exactly 
what many of the breeders there need 
to incorporate (especially since they 
will not lose type). However, due to the 
blacklisting of Nasralla blood in the 1970s 
by certain prominent breeders in the U.S. 
and Germany, his pedigree is considered 
suspect.

5. Do you believe that for 
outcrossing purposes, tail female 
lines are important considerations 
today?

Yes … is the tail female not one of the 
most important lines in a pedigree?

6. Do you have a favorite coat 

color? Do you consider color when 
you make breeding decisions? Why 
or why not?

I love all coat colors (except I don’t 
like the look of chestnut foals’ eyes when 
they are born). However, I cannot tolerate 
prominent sclera in the eyes of adult 
horses (many foals with prominent eyes 
will have some sclera which eventually 
“bleeds out”) — and I really don’t like a 
lot of white marking on the face. Also, I 
intensely dislike grey with underlying pink 
skin (except where a grey horse would 
have had white markings).

7. According to the author, it 
has been accepted without much 

thought or debate that the 
Ottoman rulers of Egypt and 
their immediate entourage (Abbas 
Pasha, etc.) are the source of the 
Egyptian Arabian, perhaps the best 
source. The author, on the other 
hand, points to the desertbred 
bloodstock of Inshass and to 
desertbred stock generally as being 
equally important in the long run. 
Where do you stand on this point?

I have some difficulty understanding 
the author’s point here, as really all 
the stock in the private studs in Egypt 
(from the mid-1800s onward) actually 
came from desertbred horses, did they 

not? I seems to me that it’s just a matter 
of when the horses crossed over into 
written recorded history. But I’m afraid 
my personal knowledge of the origins of 
Inshass foundation stock is very limited. 

8. The author declares that in the 
modern era, an Egyptian “identity” 
has been threatened by reservoir-
depleting overselling of stock 
out of Egypt and by the lack of 
organized resistance to breeding 
in conformity to western showring 
standards. Do you agree? Why or 
why not?

Again, I do not have enough 
personal knowledge of the machinations 

of selling, and breeder 
preferences, in Egypt to 
make any comment on this 
subject. I do know that 
some absolutely wonderful 
breeding horses left Egypt 
for studs around the world 
over the last 35+ years — 
and this would not have 
occurred with the Polish 
stud farms, who very rarely 
sell their best stock.

9. What are your 
thoughts on whether 
or not the EAO should 

be privatized? What do you think 
would be the best way to preserve 
this living cultural heritage of 
Egypt?

I do have a suggestion here — and we 
have a very real model to use. The Polish 
state studs have been extremely successful 
in preserving the viability of their breeding 
programs (while bringing in some superb 
outcrosses when necessary). It would seem 
to me that the living cultural heritage 
of Egypt might be safer if it was under 
government stewardship — with sales to 
help fund the operation occurring much 
like the yearly auctions in Poland.

However, again, I am not apprised 
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of political and financial (funding) 
ramifications of such a venture. Perhaps 
the government “stewardship” available at 
this time in Egypt is not properly educated 
as to the methodology and philosophy 
required to breed superior straight 
Egyptian horses — or, on the other hand, 
perhaps available funding is not adequate 
to underwrite a major breeding program.

10. In his conclusion, the author 
offers two specific suggestions 
for constructive reforms. First, 
he proposes moving away from pure 
and simple phenotypic evaluation 
in order to include ability under 
saddle as an equal criterion in 
judging. His second suggestion is 
to judge every bloodline separately, 
in an effort to conserve for the 
long-term the typical identity of 
every historical bloodline, male 
and female. He asks, “Can you really 
compare an Anter to an Akhtal, 
a Morafic to a Gassir?” Your 
thoughts?

Well, while I agree that all Arabian 
horses must be judged from not just a 
“stand up in center ring followed by a trot-
off in hand” standpoint, the criterion of 
ability under saddle is extremely difficult 
to implement — particularly for young 
horses. (We do not put our own horses 
under saddle until late in their three-
year-old year.) The International Arabian 
Horse Association (AHA’s predecessor) 
actually attempted to institute a “working 
qualification” for halter horses here in the 
U.S. some years ago, in that a contender 
for National Champion Stallion or Mare 
was required to have a certain number of 
points won in a performance discipline. 
This stipulation was finally abandoned as 
it was too difficult to catalog and regulate 
(some competitors were found to have 
won suspect classes or rides).

Again, while I find the second 
suggestion interesting, I think the 
reeducation of judges (many of whom 

don’t even know who Anter or Gassir 
was) is going to be a Herculean task! If 
Philippe is only directing this suggestion 
to the most astute members of the 
breeding community in an effort to bring 
more variety into Arabian horse “type” as 
accepted today, that is a different matter 
— although even here we may be facing a 
difficult educational endeavor.

11. What horse that you have bred, 
or admired from afar, comes the 
closest to your ideal Arabian horse? 
Do you appreciate and/or breed for 
more than one type? Please explain.

Well, beyond Gladys Brown 
Edwards’s wonderful paintings of the 
“ideal Arabian horse,” I would have to 
name Ali Jamaal as an Egyptian sired 
horse. As for our own horses, I attach a 
photograph of a yearling straight Egyptian 
filly that may be the closest to my ideal 
from my own breeding program — as 
well as my husband’s four-year-old stallion 
(Half Egyptian), Royal Shahbaz, who 
is, in my eyes, a wonderful example of 
Arabian horse type. And yes, I appreciate 
and breed for more than one type — with 
certain common elements.

12. Is there another question that 
you would like to ask and answer?

Yes — I would like to know by what 
means the author believes the worldwide 
Arabian community can end the prejudice 
against certain bloodlines that have 
contributed to inbreeding of the quite 
limited “desirable” bloodlines to the point 
at which they are now rife with genetic 
problems.

Kent Mayfield
Second Wind, Dodgeville, 
Wisconsin, and Board of Director, 
Institute for the Desert Arabian 
Horse
1. Please give us a brief, thumbnail 
sketch of your involvement with 
the Arabian breed.

I began my association with Arabian 
horses as a teenager mucking stalls at 
Tom Chauncey’s ranch on Bell Road in 
Scottsdale, and returned to breeding in 
a more serious manner in 1989 with the 
acquisition of a granddaughter of the 
desertbred mare Turfa. I was longtime 
president of Al Khamsa, Inc., the 
conservation-oriented equine association 
that in many ways shaped my approach to 
breeding. I was the founding chairman of 
the Institute for the Desert Arabian Horse, 
where genetic scientific research and the 
understanding of the Arabian horse in its 
social context is paramount. In addition 
to my own breeding program at Second 
Wind in southwestern Wisconsin, I assist 
other breeders of Asil Arabians through 
the Desert Arabian Research and Recovery 
Effort (DARE) whereby the historic and 
genetic heritage of Desert Arabians is 
maintained in a program of collaborative 
ownership and breeding. My devotion 
to the Egyptian Arabian community is 
evidenced by my position on the board 
of directors of The Pyramid Society, an 
international organization of breeders 
of Egyptian Arabian horses, and I am a 
lifetime member in that organization.

 
2. Among Arabian horses, one 
can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down 
to us through the ages from the 

Kent Mayfield
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desert, yet today’s halter showring 
seems to reward only one “ideal” 
type. What are your thoughts on 
this discrepancy? What is its impact 
on the breed?

Whether there is one “ideal” type 
recognized in the showring may be open 
to some debate but clearly the competitive 
showring as it is presently organized 
can scarcely be considered an arena for 
profiling diversity within the breed. 
Breed “type” in domesticated, specialized 
breeds is the defining charactristic of the 
breed itself. If the breed cannot be clearly 
identified by a single “type,” the breed 
itself has something of an identity crisis.

However, given the history of the 
Arabian horse, we have to question the 
appropriateness of limited definitions of 
“type” more characteristic of “specialty” 
breeding in dogs or cats or cattle and 
hogs. We are here addressing not only an 
animal that has been a biological presence 
with defining physical attributes over an 
extended period but has also played a 
substantive functional and social role in 
the cultures that gave it life. 

What we are judging in the showring 
is an object required to measure up to a 
visual standard (Gladys Brown Edwards’s 
artistic rendering of a horse that never 
lived) and a set of presently fashionable 
characteristics (cunningly highlighted 
by industry trend-monitors) without 
reference to its social role, utility/purpose, 
or place in history — rather, I sometimes 
think, like measuring potential Miss 
Americas against Botticelli’s Venus of 
times gone by. The results of showring 
assessments, insofar as their reference 
is limited to but a few of the many 
characteristics of the horse and motivated 
far less by preservation of a cultural 
heritage than of market-share and celebrity 
status — and insofar as those results shape 
decisions on breeding to produce the same 
outcomes — can certainly have an impact 
on the breed that only future generations 
will recognize fully.

3. One recognized quality of the original Arabian horse is a willing and 
kind disposition toward humans. Do you believe that current training 
practices for halter show horses are compatible with the original nature 
of the purebred Arabian horse?

The desert Arabian horse was bred for companionable purposes; its disposition was 
bred of its role, its place, its value in a tribal community. With changing circumstances, 
an altered role in society and, therefore, a new reason for being, different kinds of 
relationships between horse and trainer, horse and owner have developed. The point of 
the contemporary halter showring is neither to illustrate nor preserve the time-honored 
affectional relationships of the tribal family. The focus is on the horse to be sure, but 
only insofar as it elevates the owner, builds his/her prestige and provides an occasion for 
celebration of victory. 

No, the training practices for halter show horses are not compatible with the 
purpose or role of the “original” Arabian horse, nor one should admit, I suppose, are 
training practices for much else that the Arabian is now called upon to do. However, 
it is obvious that the purpose of the showring is different. The role of the horse is 
different. The event is widely different from anything remotely related to the original 
role of the horse in Bedouin culture. What the Bedouin created and sustained is of 
quite another sort than what we value and celebrate in today’s arena.



11 ! THE EGYPTIAN ALTERNATIVE ! WORLD

4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” 
the author builds a case in favor 
of outcrossing, citing the views of 
several authors. He observes that 
there is a worldwide tendency to 
inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, 
and warns that sustained inbreeding 
leads to loss of spirit and to 
gradual degeneration of the stock. 
Please give us your opinion on these 
points in theory, and also based on 
your own experience.

The configuration of mating systems 
has long been a matter of debate. It has 
been argued, of course, that the Bedouins 
were themselves interventionist breeders, 
selecting horses according to strain and 
family to achieve preferred outcomes. 
Most certainly, the pashas of Egypt, 
working as they did with but a limited 
representation of the total desert herd, 
selected to fit criteria only inferred by 
modern breeders. Nonetheless, since the 
late 18th century and the pioneer work 
of Robert Bakewell, domestic livestock 
breeding generally, and “specialty” or 
“fancy” breeding in particular have utilized 
breeding schemes proven to heighten 
breed “type” and productive outcomes 
through “inbreeding.” 

Three significant principles of 
Bakewell’s work passed down to emerging 
breeders and influenced the direction 
purebred breeding took over the next 
century:

First, that new breeds could be 
created (and existing breeds improved) 
by an intensive and well-defined system 
of inbreeding; Second, that the stock 
belonging to the “breeds” that resulted 
from this breeding method had markedly 
higher economic value; and Third, that 
type-fixing of breeds should be done 
through male lines.

Note: One of the most significant 
tenets of Bakewell’s system never found 
its way into the breeding of horses in 
a formal way. He believed that real 
excellence could be demonstrated by what 

today we might call “progeny testing.” 
Thereby, any male, regardless of its specific 
heredity, that could consistently produce 
what Bakewell desired would be defined 
as an “improved” animal, would be of 
extraordinary economic value, and would 
shape the future to his image.

The results of Bakewell’s system have 
been all that he could have expected: 
a highly recognizable breed “type,” 
heightened productivity, and markedly 
elevated value in the marketplace. 

To be sure, whether in dogs and 
cats or in hogs and cattle, there have 
been other less desirable consequences, 
indicative of genetic degeneration over 
time. Although some of our most notable 
breeders of Arabian horses claim never 
to have seen incidents of the deleterious 
effects of prolonged in-breeding, others 
have cited stallion fertility issues, foal 
rejection, and a variety of genetically 
linked disorders often associated with 
inbreeding depression. Surely, the notion 
that “purebred-to-pure will never produce 
a defect” can hardly go unchallenged as an 
axiom for intentional breeding in a limited 
herd. 

Thus, the author’s general premise is 
one with which I can concur. We do not 
know entirely how a mating system of 

sustained inbreeding will play out in the 
Egyptian Arabian herd — whether within 
“elite” bloodlines or not. We do know, 
of course, that the system has endured 
among breeders of Egyptian Arabians 
with few changes. Enormous advances 
in science generally and in genetics 
particularly over the last fifty years have 
hardly made a dent in its fundamental 
aspects, its perceived ability to create 
excellence, or the marketability of its 
products.

Underlying this discussion, however, 
is, I believe, a mixing of issues which 
although related at one level are of 
rather different sorts. That is — is the 
problem with diminished genetic diversity 
and eventual problems with breed 
integrity? Or, is the problem with market 
domination and its impact on access to 
the potential buyer? 

The core issue may well be this: There 
is no quantitative difference between 
Horse A and Horse B. The difference 
is a “qualitative” one — whether or not 
the horse has the qualities that merit 
consideration. And what are those 
qualities, one might ask. In today’s market 
they are those that most readily assure 
access to power, prestige, and influence. 
The industry icons challenged by the 
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author have created a product — what 
I might describe as a “fashion” — with 
enormous appeal and with qualities 
to which the market responds. The 
“flocking” response to the market was just 
what was intended.

I may find it annoying that the 
product is presented as the elite selection 
of the wise, savvy, and artistic, when I 
rather think the most elegant, bold, and 
daring comes from a different fashion-
house. I may not like it much when the 
claims of unique quality are bolstered by 
assertions of pedigree purity and rumors 
of hanky-panky at the oasis.

Still, this is much a part of the 
“industry,” of marketing and positioning-
for-advantage. It has relevance to but 
ought not be construed as altogether 
identical with concerns over breed 
integrity and best practices in breeding for 
the well-being of the breed over time.

5. Do you believe that for 
outcrossing purposes, tail female 
lines are important considerations 
today?

In a market dominated by celebrity 
stallions, attention to the mares and 
the characteristics they bring forward is 
imperative. However, the issue for me is 
not so much male vs. female as that of 

genetic diversity generally and the support 
of breed-defining characteristics.

 
6. Do you have a favorite coat 
color? Do you consider color when 
you make breeding decisions? Why 
or why not?

Who doesn’t have his or her own 
preferences? Infatuated from early on 
with Walter Farley and the Black Stallion, 
how could I deny my attachment to black 
horses? And, I’ve found that most breeders 
who deny color preferences express them 
in their programs — whether market-
driven or born of taste, aesthetics, or 
poetry, coat color does matter. 

In my experience, color and 
conformation and functionality are closely 
linked in ways formal geneticists have not 
explored. Here again, diversity of color 
serves as one obvious indicator of genetic 
diversity in the herd.

7. According to the author, it 
has been accepted without much 
thought or debate that the 
Ottoman rulers of Egypt and 
their immediate entourage (Abbas 
Pasha, etc.) are the source of the 
Egyptian Arabian, perhaps the best 
source. The author, on the other 
hand, points to the desertbred 

bloodstock of Inshass and to 
desertbred stock generally as being 
equally important in the long run. 
Where do you stand on this point?

Far better the Ottomans than the 
pharaohs, which was what I read in my 
early exposure to straight Egyptian horses 
and their unique place in the Arabian 
community! 

The source of horses for the Ottoman 
rulers and their families was the horse-
breeding tribes of Arabia Deserta just as 
were these desert tribes the source for the 
gift-horses from the Saudi royal family 
that were added to the already existing 
Inshass stud of King Fouad and his son 
King Farouk in Egypt. 

We need, as I have said repeatedly 
to myself and to others, to “get a grip 
on history.” The Egyptian Arabian horse 
derives from desert sources. The individual 
sources certainly vary. The phenotypic 
characteristics may be of more or less 
significance to an individual breeder. 
Nonetheless, recognizing, exploring, and 
honoring that point of origin does matter 
if the horse of the desert is to be bred with 
integrity. 

A breeder, reasonably well-informed 
and thoughtful, will be in a position 
to make her/his own assessment of 
the relative importance of history and 
provenance, beauty, and utility, brand-
identification and market-niche and 
build a program consistent with his/her 
conclusion. To this end, the educational 
agenda of The Pyramid Society and its 
annual series of breeders’ conferences, 
Egyptian Event, and regional seminars 
and robust publication schedule serves a 
valuable purpose.

8. The author declares that in the 
modern era, an Egyptian “identity” 
has been threatened by reservoir-
depleting overselling of stock 
out of Egypt and by the lack of 
organized resistance to breeding 
in conformity to western showring 
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standards. Do you agree? Why or why not?
We live in a global marketplace wherein the preservation of national identity 

is challenging, especially as “nation” and “tradition” and “values” evolve, shift, and 
reshape themselves in new configurations. If what the author perceives in his experience 
in Egypt according to his description of an Egyptian “identity” rings true and is 
endorsed among his colleagues, then it is for him and for them to map another path for 
breeders there.

For breeders elsewhere, the question may be just as important, given our seemingly 
insatiable desire for new buyers from abroad and their apparently inexhaustible 
resources. Are we endangering a tradition of breeding, depleting our own stock of 
authentic, often irreplaceable, horses by selling for immediate gain? Are we, too, 
permitting our breeding agendas to be shaped by the standards of the showring and the 
global market that it presumes to represent?

9. What are your thoughts on whether or not the EAO should be 
privatized? What do you think would be the best way to preserve this 
living cultural heritage of Egypt?

I’m not sure that the author would welcome entirely what a non-Egyptian’s ideas 
might be on a matter of such national pride, but it would be a topic for good in-person 
discussion.

 

10. In his conclusion, the author 
offers two specific suggestions for

constructive reforms. First, he 
proposes moving away from pure and 
simple phenotypic evaluation in order 
to include ability under saddle as an 
equal criterion in judging. His second 
suggestion is to judge every bloodline 
separately, in an effort to conserve for the 
long-term the typical identity of every 
historical bloodline, male and female. He 
asks, “Can you really compare an Anter 
to an Akhtal, a Morafic to a Gassir?” Your 
thoughts?

Mr. Paraskevas’s suggestions for 
constructive reform prompt a list of my 
own:
1. Breed Standards

The breed as a whole will deteriorate 
if selection is not substantially oriented 
toward standards of classic, historic 
type. I acknowledge the unevenness 
in foundation stock, the points of 
divergence in type among desertbred 
horses, differences in “ideals” from one 
breeding group to another. However, 
if what we seek is a group of horses 
having common origin and possessing 
certain well-fixed, distinctive, uniformly 
transmitted characteristics, then standards 
are not optional — and such standards 
must surely include functionality, 
utility, and performance expectations. 
Standards consistent with the horse, its 
aesthetic image, its unique dispositional 
character, and its historic role as a working 
companion of people. Such are not the 
work of a registering authority or of 
showring impresarios. They are the work 
of serious breeders committed to the 
preservation of the breed.
2. Public Assessment and Critique

Individual breeders cannot depend 
on their personal judgment entirely to 
guide best practice in breeding. For the 
breeder, the conventional showring falls 
far short of providing the kind of critical 
assessment and critique that is needed. 
Whether public evaluation takes the form 
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of something like the Shagya inspections, 
voluntary stallion accrediting systems in 
Europe, or another form of appraisal, we 
need a public arena for the assessment of 
breed standards exempt from the shifting 
priorities and market-driven values of the 
showring.
3. Genetic Research

We owe our horses, ourselves, and 
our shared future a substantial investment 
in rigorous scientific research on issues 
of equine genetics. The groundbreaking 
work of the international Equine Genome 
Project has laid the foundation for further 
research. Recently, groups such as the 
Institute for the Desert Arabian Horse, 
the Arabian Horse Foundation, and The 
Pyramid Foundation, Inc. have raised 
awareness of genetic disorders within the 
wider Arabian herd. 

Genetics research has been a part 
of the Institute’s strategic plan since 
2006. The first element, to complete 
the mitochondrial DNA haplotyping 
of asil lines in North America, began 
in 2007. The project was the focus 
of its 2009 annual Symposium on 
Preservation with a major focus on the 
straight Egyptian population. While the 
Institute is concerned with all asil horses 
internationally, straight Egyptian horses 
comprise at least 80 percent of that 
population (and more than 87 percent 
of the North American population. 
The straight Egyptian horse also offers 
a unique model for study because it is a 
closed gene pool with long pedigrees and 
well-defined subgroups. The Institute will 
continue to focus on and include issues 
related to the straight Egyptian horse in all 
aspects of its research.

The project benefits from 
collaboration among top scientists and 
other experts who are at the leading 
edge of scientific advances in equine 
genetics. The project is guided by 
advisers including Dr. Cecilia Penedo 
(UC-Davis), Dr. Ernest Bailey (Gluck 
Institute), Dr. Samantha Brooks (Cornell 

University), Beth Minnich (chair of the 
AHA committee on genetic disorders), 
and Michael Bowling (UC-Davis, retired. 
These experts are interested both in the 
science and in the application of genomics 
and genetics to real-world issues for 
breeders. 

The overall purpose of the study is 
to develop scientific information that 
will allow breeders to conserve at least 95 
percent of the available genetic diversity 
for the next 100 years. This is the “gold 
standard” in conservation breeding, 
and it comes with a matching price tag. 
Nonetheless, it is both achievable and 
necessary. Through this work, we can leave 
a healthy breeding population to future 
generations.
4. Collaborative Efforts and Shared Projects

A distinct disadvantage of horse 
breeding is that each individual has a 
relatively short breeding career. Further, 
the selection of breeding animals must 
be done with extraordinary care to reach 
desired outcomes. And most importantly, 
most of us work in some isolation, solely 
as “individual agents,” each with a “self-
seeking agenda” within a “market-driven 
goal-structure.”

I believe it is time for some of us 
to break away from highly personalized, 
entrepreneurial breeding practices and 
instead draw satisfaction from working 
together for the long-term good of the 
breed. And there are models for such. 
Both the American Livestock Breeds 
Conservancy and the Institute for the 
Desert Arabian Horse’s Desert Arabian 
Reproduction and Research effort 
(DARE) have described frameworks for 
such an effort. Both are collaborative 
prototypes worth exploring and neither 
is limited to single-source, pedigree-
referenced breeding. I’m a convert to the 
concept of “relational power,” which holds 
that people who are committed to each 
other, and who are willing to stand with 
one another in pursuit of shared goals 
can make a difference. For us as breeders 

and for the Egyptian Arabian horse, it is 
time for us to draw on “relational power” 
to affect the tendency toward entropy in 
horse breeding and to alter the behavior of 
entrenched and often recalcitrant sectors 
of the breeding community.

Dr. Nasr Marei
Albadeia Stud, Cairo, Egypt
1. Please give us a brief, thumbnail 
sketch of your involvement with 
the Arabian breed.

I am the owner of Albadeia Stud 
Farm in Egypt and have been breeding 
Egyptian Arabians for over 40 years out of 
the 75-year-old breeding program. I am 
also an internationally accredited judge 
throughout the world.

2. Among Arabian horses, one 
can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down 
to us through the ages from the 
desert, yet today’s halter showring 
seems to reward only one “ideal” 
type. What are your thoughts on 
this discrepancy? What is its impact 
on the breed? 

It is true that there are at present 
several “types.” That has resulted from the 
selective breeding. Nature has presented us 
with its “type” and man with his different 
tastes and preferences, has changed the 
original type to meet his requirements. 
However, in doing so, the original 
hallmarks of the Arabian horse were 
predominantly maintained — although 
slightly modified.

Dr. Nasr Marei
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I will not say that the halter show 
movement has started it but surely the 
recent changes that we are witnessing 
in the last 20 years have been greatly 
influenced by the show trends. If we go 
back in time to 200 years or more and 
look at the artwork depicting the Arabian 
horses and compare that horse with what 
was/is considered “Desert Type,” we can 
see already that major changes had taken 
place back then.

Manmade selection is inevitable. It 
is a rule of life and evolution. I am for 
continuing to breed the classical type 
while refining the quality. We should 
keep the original characteristics and yet 
evolve and refine them. The traditionalists 
maintain that the “ideal” type was not as 
pretty in the head, or topline, etc., but 
that the horse was stronger and more 
suitable for hard work.

Well, I believe that there is nothing 
wrong with having the same powerful 
and enduring horse and yet, at the same 
time with a pretty head and more refined 
in balance, proportion, and body lines 
according to the modern definition.

In the past the horse was a war 
machine. It was also essential for 
transportation, commerce, and industry. 
Today, the horse is kept and bred for its 
value, history, and place in a common 
heritage.

Changing the looks but not the 
substance is acceptable to me. Having 
said that, the breeder should be very 
careful not to go all the way with the show 
trend — the vogue. A breeder should 
have a clear vision as to what he wants. 
If one keeps running after the show 
trends (which are changing all the time) a 
breeder will lose his way and identity.

3. One recognized quality of 
the original Arabian horse is 
a willing and kind disposition 
toward humans. Do you believe 
that current training practices for 
halter show horses are compatible 

with the original nature of the purebred Arabian horse? 
Unfortunately my answer is, “no.” I am not happy with the training and showing 

methods of today.

4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” the author builds a case in favor of 
outcrossing, citing the views of several authors. He observes that there is 
a worldwide tendency to inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, and warns that 
sustained inbreeding leads to loss of spirit and to gradual degeneration 
of the stock.  Please give us your opinion on these points in theory, and 
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also based on your own experience. 
Inbreeding was practiced intensively 

over decades. The science of genetics 
clearly showed us the drawbacks of such 
practice. Having a scientific background 
myself, I really believe that inbreeding is 
a mistake that may not manifest itself in 
early generations but certainly will have an 
impact on later generations. I am in favor 
of outcrossing.

At earlier phases in my breeding 
program, inbreeding was common. That 
was stopped over 30 years ago.

5. Do you believe that for 
outcrossing purposes, tail female 
lines are important considerations 
today?

To some extent, yes. But I believe that 
they should not be overly emphasized. Sire 
line does add a great deal as we all know.

6. Do you have a favorite coat 
color? Do you consider color when 
you make breeding decisions? Why 
or why not? 

My personal favorite is the flea-bitten 
grey. However, I never put color as one 
of my criteria or objectives in making 
breeding decisions.

7. According to the author, it 
has been accepted without much 
thought or debate that the 
Ottoman rulers of Egypt and 
their immediate entourage (Abbas 
Pasha, etc.) are the source of the 
Egyptian Arabian, perhaps the best 
source. The author, on the other 
hand, points to the desertbred 
bloodstock of Inshass and to 
desertbred stock generally as being 
equally important, in the long run. 
Where do you stand on this point?  

I beg to differ somewhat with the 
author. I cannot downplay the role of the 
rulers of Egypt in collecting some of the 
best horses and documenting them. Their 
role is paramount in shaping up what we 

have today. The Inshass and desert bloodstock had relatively less impact.

8. The author declares that in the modern era, an Egyptian “identity” has 
been threatened by reservoir-depleting overselling of stock out of Egypt 
and by the lack of organized resistance to breeding in conformity to 
western showring standards. Do you agree? Why or why not?   

In the late ’50s and the ’60s some of the best horses were exported to the U.S.A. 
and Europe. That exportation and the promotion done by the importers Ansata, 
Gleannloch, Lancer, Imperial, Bentwood, and many more has put the Egyptian horse 
on the map and served as a showcase for the Egyptian horse quality.

I am against those who maintain that these earlier exports have depleted the 
reservoir. The stock and farms that produced these horses still have similar horses and 
the bloodlines that could breed equally excellent horses.

The painful fact is that due to the socioeconomic upheaval in Egypt during the 
early 60s many breeders were put in peril and stopped breeding altogether. The EAO 
faced the fate of being dismantled and their horses dispersed. The good old breeders 
that could conduct an intelligent breeding program disappeared and therefore the 
excellent quality horses were not replenished fast enough.

Regarding the show trend effect, I believe that you will find my answer above.

9. What are your thoughts on whether or not the EAO should be 
privatized? What do you think would be the best way to preserve this 
living cultural heritage of Egypt?

I believe that the EAO should stay under government control and not be 
privatized. It is a historical entity that should be maintained. However, many drastic 
changes are needed to modernize the breeding station and its breeding program.

10. In his conclusion, the author offers two specific suggestions for 
constructive reforms. First, he proposes moving away from pure and 
simple phenotypic evaluation in order to include ability under saddle 
as an equal criterion in judging. His second suggestion is to judge every 
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bloodline separately, in an effort 
to conserve for the long-term the 
typical identity of every historical 
bloodline, male and female. He asks, 
“Can you really compare an Anter to 
an Akhtal, a Morafic to a Gassir?” 
Your thoughts?

I agree with the author that more 
emphasis should be put on performance 
in assessing and evaluating horses in the 
showring. However, I disagree on the 
idea of judging each strain or bloodline 
separately. I believe that the strains are 
important from the historical and research 
points of view but practically do not 
apply. This is because of the dilution of 
the original strain in any individual horse 
through breeding to other strains over a 
period of centuries. I can bring in a horse 
that has “typical Seklawi” looks and when 
you research the pedigree, you will find it 
a Hadban!

11. What horse that you have bred, 
or admired from afar, comes the 
closest to your ideal Arabian horse? 
Do you appreciate and/or breed for 
more than one type? Please explain.  

I have many that come to my mind 
but prefer not to mention names. I 
do appreciate other types as well. My 
training as a judge has dictated that I 
should understand and appreciate other 
types. Not necessarily breeding them but 
admiring and appreciating them.

Dani El Barbary
Shams El Asil Farm. Cairo, Egypt
1. Please give us a brief, thumbnail 
sketch of your involvement with 
the Arabian breed.

In my early years, I was a rider 
and show jumper both in Egypt and 
Europe. Through that, I began to have 
an appreciation of the Arabian horse and 
decided that because of their abilities 
and character, I would begin to breed. 
I studied their history and original 
environment so that I could better 

understand the horse both in positive and 
negative aspects. 

I truly believe that you get to know 
the horse best through riding. It reveals 
the intelligence, character, and the 
wonderful connection that you can have 
with the Arabian. This has stayed with me 
through over fifty years of breeding and 
brought me the joy of having the eighth 
generation of my own breeding on the 
farm.

2. Among Arabian horses, one 
can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down 
to us through the ages from the 
desert, yet today’s halter showring 
seems to reward only one “ideal” 
type. What are your thoughts on 
this discrepancy? What is its impact 
on the breed?

I cannot speak directly to this because 
I do not follow shows. From what I have 
seen, I believe that in general, the whole 
showring business — and it is a business 
— is not adding anything to the Arabian. 
To the contrary, it is taking him away 
from what we know by pushing him out 
of original type. The horses are being 
altered by so many means now that you 
cannot believe this is who he really is. 
They may be prettier but to my mind, 
they are not better. They are losing the 
Arabian spirit and owners are following 
blindly what they are told will win the 
shows.

3. One recognized quality of 
the original Arabian horse is 
a willing and kind disposition 
toward humans. Do you believe 
that current training practices for 
halter show horses are compatible 
with the original nature of the 
purebred Arabian horse?

The few times that I go to the 
shows, what I see are horses that are 
not doing things willingly. You can see 
them backing away from the trainers and 

opening their eyes wide in fright. They 
are given hormones and training aids that 
make them look and do things that are 
not natural to them. At a recent show, a 
trainer slipped in front of his horse onto 
the ground. The horse did everything he 
could not to step on the man who was on 
the ground. This is the correct behavior. 
In other shows, I have seen the horse go 
after his trainer. He would not do this 
if he hadn’t been abused in some way or 
other. 

4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” 
the author builds a case in favor 
of outcrossing, citing the views of 
several authors. He observes that 
there is a worldwide tendency to 
inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, 
and warns that sustained inbreeding 
leads to loss of spirit and to 
gradual degeneration of the stock. 
Please give us your opinion on these 
points in theory, and also based on 
your own experience.

I know there are many people who 
only breed from certain lines. I have never 
done this. It depends on what I like in 
each particular horse what I will breed to 
them. To me, the individual matters more 
than the pedigree although it can give 
some indications of traits. 

Also, I would like to have a clear 

Dani El Barbary with head stallion Bilal in 
the 1980s.
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definition of inbreeding and linebreeding. 
It seems to mean different things to 
different people. I know that I won’t put a 
sire or dam with an offspring from them 
but I will breed among certain horses from 
the same family. 

Saying that, there are certain families 
that I always seem to recognize or respond 
to. For example, anything that comes from 
Yosreia (Sheikh El Arab x Hind) will be 
special to me. She was one of the great 
mares. Alaa El Din through Farazdac, 
whom I had for a while before he left for 
the States, always gave something pretty. I 
loved Morafic through Bilal who was my 
foundation sire. But I loved him before 
I knew who he was. I had the Anter line 
through the Wahag son, Misk. These 
would be the families I like and they do 
give their spirit even today.

5. Do you believe that for 
outcrossing purposes, tail female 
lines are important considerations 
today?

In every case of breeding, I believe 
that the female is more important than the 
male. To my thinking, the foal is 75-80 
percent the dam. I have always bred from 
my mares as the strong point and brought 
the stallion to put the finishing touches. In 
many cases, it is the stallion who can bring 
the presence.

6. Do you have a favorite coat 
color? Do you consider color when 
you make breeding decisions? Why 
or why not?

To me, the horse makes his own 
color. I always see the horse first and 
then I will see his color. I do not have a 
favorite. 

7. According to the author, it 
has been accepted without much 
thought or debate that the 
Ottoman rulers of Egypt and 
their immediate entourage (Abbas 
Pasha, etc.) are the source of the 
Egyptian Arabian, perhaps the best 
source. The author, on the other 
hand, points to the desertbred 
bloodstock of Inshass and to 
desertbred stock generally as being 
equally important, in the long run. 
Where do you stand on this point? 

This I believe is correct. Abbas Pasha 
and the others had wonderful horses but 
they were not there to be bought and sold. 
The Royal Family either collected the 
horses or were presented with them. 

The desert was the original 
environment and this is where the 
traditions were established. The Arabian 
was primarily a warhorse and that made 
him of great value to his owner. It could 

not be sold. The horse could only be lost 
in war or offered as a great symbol to a 
ruler or head of a powerful tribe. 

The horses that were presented 
to the rulers of Egypt must have been 
extraordinary because what can you offer 
to someone who has everything other 
than the most important possession that 
you have which is a great symbol of your 
culture itself.

8. The author declares that in the 
modern era, an Egyptian “identity” 
has been threatened by reservoir-
depleting overselling of stock 
out of Egypt and by the lack of 
organized resistance to breeding 
in conformity to western showring 
standards. Do you agree? Why or 
why not? 

In my opinion, the Arabian horse can 
only belong to the world. It is threatened 
by people who don’t know or care about 
its background. Today, from what I see, 
the Arabian is being bred for dollars and 
for the showring. 

When it has been sold abroad, this 
changed the environment and after 
four generations it changes the horse 
through different feed, conditioning, 
medical treatment, and of course, the 
show training. Look how in some of the 
Warmbloods, like the Trakehner, they have 
to reintroduce Arabian blood every three 
or four generations to keep it strong.

If we don’t breed from the original it 
must be that we will lose the original.

9. What are your thoughts on 
whether or not the EAO should be 
privatized? What do think would be 
the best way to preserve this living 
cultural heritage of Egypt?

Privatized? I don’t know the answer. 
Today the fight is for position and money. 
Neither is good for the horse. There are 
always ways in every situation, but at the 
moment, I don’t believe any of them. I 
have seen too many ideas through the 
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years that may sound good but turn 
out wrong.

As long as money leads, we will lose 
the Arabian horse. 

10. In his conclusion, the author 
offers two specific suggestions 
for constructive reforms. First, 
he proposes moving away from pure 
and simple phenotypic evaluation 
in order to include ability under 
saddle as an equal criterion in 
judging. His second suggestion is 
to judge every bloodline separately, 
in an effort to conserve for the 
long-term the typical identity of 
every historical bloodline, male 
and female. He asks, “Can you really 
compare an Anter to an Akhtal, 
a Morafic to a Gassir?” Your 
thoughts?

I absolutely believe that riding the 
horses would make a big difference. As I 
have said before, the Arabian is first of all 
a warhorse. He must be ridden to be who 
he is. If you ride a horse you can feel who 
he is and what he can do as well as his 
character. If you don’t ride, you have no 
idea of the horse in hand.

Also, I do not believe that you can 
really compare one horse to another. 
Each one is an individual. Strains 
were something that belonged to the 
tribes in the desert. Some had different 
characteristics based on the needs of that 
tribe. But an Arabian is an Arabian.

11. What horse that you have bred, 
or admired from afar, comes the 
closest to your ideal Arabian horse? 
Do you appreciate and/or breed for 
more than one type? Please explain. 

My ideal horse is a mare who is 
with me now. Her name is Baghdada, a 
daughter of Nirvana (Maliah x Nadeera) 
who is an ethereal pure white mare and by 
my stallion, Sukkar Maqoud, a Misk son 
out of Farha, a Bilal daughter. 

Baghdada has always been special to 

me since she was foaled. She is an elegant dynamic chestnut who has a special character 
that always makes everyone look at her and appreciate her.

What I always breed for here at Shams El Asil is a horse that is correct first and 
pretty. I see it when I have it.

Shawn Crews
Arabians Ltd., Waco, Texas 
1. Please give us a brief, thumbnail sketch of your involvement with the 
Arabian breed.

I began working with Egyptian Arabian horses in 1977 as a groom at Bentwood 
Farm. It was there that I would have the amazing opportunity to take care of some 
of the most historically important Egyptian horses in the world and meet those 
people that would shape my life. Lisa Lacy gave me a job, David Gardner knowledge 
and opportunity, and Judy and Jim Sirbasku the chance of a lifetime to manage 
Arabians Ltd. 

2. Among Arabian horses, one can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down to us through the ages from the desert, 
yet today’s halter showring seems to reward only one “ideal” type. What 
are your thoughts on this discrepancy? What is its impact on the breed?

As the world has become a smaller place and horses are crossing borders every 
day to compete internationally I believe there is a respect for the different “types” of 
halter horses. Today the sport horse halter classes are really taking off. So you have the 
European, American, and working horse type classes all drawing attention. All good for 
the halter venue. 

3. One recognized quality of the original Arabian horse is a willing and 
kind disposition toward humans. Do you believe that current training 
practices for halter show horses are compatible with the original nature 
of the purebred Arabian horse?

By trade, I come from a halter background and I am quite passionate about this 
subject. 99.9 percent of the time the Arabian halter horse is the most pampered and 
cherished of the breed. They have people that do nothing but attend to their every need 
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and desire. They are loved. Their handlers, 
grooms, and owners lose sleep over how 
to best keep them comfortable, safe, 
healthy and happy. Yes, when it is time 
for them to show we are demanding and 
expect them to do their part as you would 
in training of any discipline. Is halter 
showing compatible with what they were 
born to do? Probably not. But do they get 
it? Most do. Once they understand what 
you want of them, many love it. They 
know when they get to make that victory 
lap, and they know when they don’t. 
There can be a bond between horse and 
handler that is as close as that of any horse 
and rider can be. Halter is an amazing 
sport and one of which the Arabian is 
uniquely suited. They do love to show off! 

4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” 
the author builds a case in favor 
of outcrossing, citing the views of 
several authors. He observes that 
there is a worldwide tendency to 
inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, 
and warns that sustained inbreeding 
leads to loss of spirit and to 
gradual degeneration of the stock. 
Please give us your opinion on these 
points in theory, and also based on 
your own experience.

I agree with the theory of outcrossing 
and its importance. The thing is, someone 
has to be the keeper of the straight 
Egyptian bloodlines so they are still here 

a hundred years from now to use in other 
programs. The numbers are such that we 
are not careful the straight Egyptian lines 
could be lost. Judy Sirbasku decided a 
long time ago to dedicate all of her efforts 
to breed only straight Egyptians. Her 
premise is to specialize in one thing and 
do it well. Today, her straight Egyptian 
stallions are being used by breeders of 
all bloodlines for some of the world’s 
best non-Egyptian mares. Every breeder 
has a role to play in the horse of the 
future. Judy’s is preserving the straight 
Egyptian horse. She has a great respect 
and admiration for breeders of all Arabian 
bloodlines and recognizes the quality and 
importance of the “blends” that are truly 
wonderful examples of the Arabian horse. 
As an example, most of the decorated 
horses today in halter rings around the 
world have a high percentage of Egyptian 
blood. There is just some genetic magic 
that happens when Egyptian blood is 
infused into a pedigree! 

5. Do you believe that for 
outcrossing purposes, tail female 
lines are important considerations 
today?

The tail female line is always 
important. The thing to remember in 
breeding is that a foal will almost always 
look almost exactly alike “someone” in its 
pedigree, so there needs to be mostly great 
horses in the whole pedigree unless you 
are a very lucky person. In my experience 
if I thought I could cheat my way through 
with a couple of average horses in a 
pedigree the foal always looked like the 
horse I was trying to breed away from. 
The female line is very important, but so 
is the pedigree in its entirety, because you 
never know which horse the foal will take 
after. 

6. Do you have a favorite coat 
color? Do you consider color when 
you make breeding decisions? Why 
or why not?

My favorite coat color is bay, because 
my favorite horse is bay. Color goes 
with type. For example, if Judy breeds 
Thee Desperado who is bay to a Minstril 
daughter and gets a grey, most likey the 
foal will look more like the Ruminaja Ali 
side of the family that is grey. If the foal 
is bay it will look more like The Minstril 
and Thee Desperado. If it is chestnut, 

Shawn Crews
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the foal will resemble Magidaa who was 
the chestnut closest up in the pedigree. 
Having said all that Judy does not breed 
for color. She breeds for quality and is 
happy with that in any color. 

7. According to the author, it 
has been accepted without much 
thought or debate that the 
Ottoman rulers of Egypt and 
their immediate entourage (Abbas 
Pasha, etc.) are the source of the 
Egyptian Arabian, perhaps the best 
source. The author, on the other 
hand, points to the desertbred 
bloodstock of Inshass and to 
desertbred stock generally as being 
equally important, in the long run. 
Where do you stand on this point? 

I am not qualifed to answer that one. 

8. The author declares that in the 
modern era, an Egyptian “identity” 
has been threatened by reservoir-
depleting overselling of stock 
out of Egypt and by the lack of 
organized resistance to breeding 
in conformity to western showring 
standards. Do you agree? Why or 
why not? 

No doubt for many years the 
Egyptians sold their best horses, and those 
horses came to the U.S. The breeders of 
Egypt and the Middle East over the last 
decade have certainly been taking back 
some great horses. They will replenish 
the area with great Egyptian horses, I 
have no doubt. They are among the most 
passionate and dedicated breeders. It is 
in their blood as people. For breeding in 
conformity to western standards, I think 
in many ways we have a more beautiful 
Egyptian horse than we did years ago. The 
traits the horses had in the desert: courage,  
intelligence, and stamina are all still there. 
I see it every day! 

9. What are your thoughts on 
whether or not the EAO should be 

privatized? What do think would be the best way to preserve this living 
cultural heritage of Egypt?

The important issue relative to who manages the EAO is that those who are the 
most knowledgeable and passionate about the horse are given the task. I don’t think it 
matters if it is privatized although from a historic standpoint it would be nice to see the 
government take an interest. It is their national heritage. I had the pleasure of meeting 
Dr. Marsafi many years ago. I was young and not in the midst of the conversation, but 
I could tell this was a very important man to Egyptian Arabian horses and what he was 
doing for the EAO was respected by all. That kind of leadership is needed to re-energize 
the program. 
 
10. In his conclusion, the author offers two specific suggestions for 
constructive reforms. First, he proposes moving away from pure and simple 
phenotypic evaluation in order to include ability under saddle as an equal 
criterion in judging. His second suggestion is to judge every bloodline 
separately, in an effort to conserve for the long-term the typical identity 
of every historical bloodline, male and female. He asks, “Can you really 
compare an Anter to an Akhtal, a Morafic to a Gassir?” Your thoughts?

I agree the families look very different. And to judge the quality of two completely 
different styles of horses, who can be high quality individuals of different types is 
difficult because there is truly no right or wrong answer. In the showring you don’t have 
a choice, which is why sometimes you see the champion is very different looking than 
the reserve champion. I judged the East Coast championships in Australia many years 
ago. It is comparable to our Scottsdale. It is an amazing competition. There they pick 
a top 6 and a champion and reserve. I looked at my top six in the stallion group, and 
although I did not intend to do so I had chosen what I thought were the best of several 
different “looks.” My champion was tall and stretchy, with a long neck and clean lines 
— Saklawi type. My reserve was smaller and compact with a pretty head and lots of 
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into “extreme necks and shoulders,” then, 
as it appears we may be headed now, it 
may be “extremely beautiful faces” (one 
of the Egyptian horse’s strong suits). I 
think the impact on the breed will be 
both good and bad. Some breeders make 
singularly focused decisions to try and 
hit that elusive, ever-moving target by 
making compromises, whether it be for a 

particular physical 
characteristic or a 
specific discipline, 
with short-term 
gains being the 
objective. This, in 
my opinion, yields 
many more misses 
than hits and renders 
future generations 
even less predictable 
as breeders. Other 
breeders, such as 
most Egyptian 
breeders, have 
longer-term 
objectives in mind. 
They are OK with 
sticking to the 
principle of the 

“classic Arabian horse, nothing to excess.” 
They seem to prefer “predictability of 
progeny” over “extreme” this or that. 
Their goals are true Arabian type, purity 
of blood, and the preservation of a legacy; 
a pure gene pool that other breeders can 
tap into when the need arises. To me 

substance, like a Dahman. Whether it is in the showring or the sales barn, you have to 
choose what you like, but I think it is important to have a respect for the “looks” of the 
different bloodlines. 

11. What horse that you have bred, or admired from afar, comes the closest 
to your ideal Arabian horse? Do you appreciate and/or breed for more 
than one type? Please explain. 

Judy Sirbasku’s Thee Desperado is my vision of the classic Arabian horse. His 
conformation and quality are well documented, so I speak of his nature. It is just what 
this author mentions 
about the traits he hopes 
not to lose in Arabian 
horses. This horse has a 
mind like I have not seen, 
he is courageous, and I 
see the herd-protector 
mentality in him each day. 
Just lucky for all of us that 
this horse we love so is also 
one hell of a sire. 

Gary Kenworthy
Paradise Arabians 
Ltd., Lafayette, 
Georgia
1. Please give us a 
brief, thumbnail 
sketch of your 
involvement with the 
Arabian breed. 

I’m sure everyone has heard about how, in a ham and egg breakfast, the chicken 
is involved and the pig is committed. Well, I’ve been “involved” with the Egyptian 
Arabian horse since 1994 when we bought our first filly, a four-day-old black we named 
Alia Riyala. I’ve been “committed” since 1997 when we bought the farm that was to 
become known as Paradise Arabians, a full-service facility designed to help our clients 
have a positive horse experience. Now, we have over 130 straight Egyptian horses on 
our farm and a client list in the hundreds.

2. Among Arabian horses, one can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down to us through the ages from the desert, 
yet today’s halter showring seems to reward only one “ideal” type. What 
are your thoughts on this discrepancy? What is its impact on the breed?

I think it’s important to keep in mind that “judging” is subjective and we shouldn’t 
put too much stock in the outcome of a show. There may be several “types” but they 
should all look “Arabian.” They can be compact and masculine or tall, refined and more 
feminine and still possess “Arabian type.” The way I see it, at least in the U.S., we have 
drifted away from what I consider to be true Arabian type. Our judges today seem to 
prefer “Saddlebred type” with a pretty Arabian head, at least that’s my opinion. But, 
these things run in waves. For a while it may be “extreme size,” then it might change Gary Kenworthy



23 ! THE EGYPTIAN ALTERNATIVE ! WORLD

it is essential that we insist on having 
an international panel of judges for all 
the important and meaningful shows. 
That way we get many perspectives and 
opinions and I think that will act like a 
keel on a sailboat, helping to keep us from 
tipping over.

3. One recognized quality of 
the original Arabian horse is 
a willing and kind disposition 
toward humans. Do you believe 
that current training practices for 
halter show horses are compatible 
with the original nature of the 
purebred Arabian horse?

Anything can be taken to excess — 
and usually is before long — but there 
is plenty of blame to go around. Clearly 
there are some trainers who are too hard 
on the horses in their care. There are also 
owners who want to win at any cost and 
put impossible pressure on their trainers. 
There are others who, in an effort to save 
money, put their horses in training too 
late and expect too much too soon. And, 
finally, there are judges who are willing 
to pin horses that are obviously terrified 
of their handlers. All problems, to be 
sure, but there are also trainers who will 
push their horses to excel but not abuse 
them. Therefore, I don’t think it’s fair to 
make the general statement that “current 
training practices.” cause our horses to 
be less willing and kind toward humans. 
Come visit Paradise and see for yourself 
that you can have horses that excel in the 
showring and love to be in the company 
of humans, all at the same time.

4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” 
the author builds a case in favor 
of outcrossing, citing the views of 
several authors. He observes that 
there is a worldwide tendency to 
inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, 
and warns that sustained inbreeding 
leads to loss of spirit and to 
gradual degeneration of the stock. 

Please give us your opinion on these 
points in theory, and also based on 
your own experience.

Again, anything can be taken to 
excess. I prefer “all things in moderation” 
as a guideline. A phrase I once heard, 
“just because that dress comes in that 
size doesn’t mean you should wear it,” 
seems to fit here. I believe in out-crossing 
because I believe we need to maintain a 
certain diversity in the gene pool but I also 
believe that just because a particular horse 
or bloodline still exists it doesn’t mean you 
should use it in your breeding program. 
Some bloodlines just produce better 
quality and isn’t that what it’s all about? 

5. Do you believe that for 
outcrossing purposes, tail female 
lines are important considerations 
today?

I absolutely believe tail female lines 
are important, and I give them slightly 
more weight than the other horses in the 
pedigree, but they are only one of the 
“tools” that I use. I look at all the horses in 
the pedigree to see what has been woven 
into the “rope” that makes up that horse. 

In the final analysis I want my horses 
to look like their pedigrees. The most 
beautiful horse in the world, if it doesn’t 
look like its pedigree, is worthless to me as 
a breeder. 

6. Do you have a favorite coat 
color? Do you consider color when 
you make breeding decisions? Why 
or why not?

Personally, I prefer grey but I do not 
breed for color. I’m interested in quality, 
not color. “Quality” never goes out of 
style. When times get tough I would 
much rather have a pasture full of quality 
horses than a pasture full of a particular 
color. And, since “horses” is all we do, 
that’s important to us. 

7. According to the author, it 
has been accepted without much 
thought or debate that the 
Ottoman rulers of Egypt and 
their immediate entourage (Abbas 
Pasha, etc.) are the source of the 
Egyptian Arabian, perhaps the best 
source. The author, on the other 
hand, points to the desertbred 
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bloodstock of Inshass and to 
desertbred stock generally as being 
equally important in the long run. 
Where do you stand on this point?

On this point I agree. Superior 
quality horses of pure blood that trace 
back to the desert are important. As to 
whether or not they should all be included 
in the Pyramid Society’s definition of 
straight Egyptian, that is for others to 
decide. That definition was established 40 
years ago by people much smarter than I.

8. The author declares that in the 
modern era, an Egyptian “identity” 
has been threatened by reservoir-
depleting overselling of stock 
out of Egypt and by the lack of 
organized resistance to breeding 
in conformity to western showring 
standards. Do you agree? Why or 
why not?

I certainly agree with the first part 
of the question and I fear we in the U.S. 
may find ourselves in a similar quandary 
sometime in the not-too-distant future 
if we’re not careful. I see far too many of 
our very best horses being sold overseas 
and that concerns me. To the latter part 
of the statement, I don’t know how 
an “organized resistance to breeding 
in conformity to western showring 
standards” could have been mounted. I 
don’t know what that might look like but 
I am pretty sure it would eventually lead 
to chaos and/or irrelevance. If breeders 
in Egypt set out to produce horses that 
didn’t, or don’t, conform to “western 
showring standards” what would they do 
with those horses? What market would 
they be targeting? And, like it or not, if 
we’re really dedicated to the preservation 
of the straight Egyptian horse, there must 
be a market for what we produce or they 
will surely become extinct!

9. What are your thoughts on 
whether or not the EAO should 
be privatized? What do you think 

would be the best way to preserve 
this living cultural heritage of 
Egypt?

I have no opinion on that subject. 
That is an internal discussion that should 
be left to the people of Egypt.

10. In his conclusion, the author 
offers two specific suggestions 
for constructive reforms. First, 
he proposes moving away from pure 
and simple phenotypic evaluation 
in order to include ability under 
saddle as an equal criterion in 
judging. His second suggestion is 
to judge every bloodline separately, 
in an effort to conserve for the 
long-term the typical identity of 
every historical bloodline, male 
and female. He asks, “Can you really 
compare an Anter to an Akhtal, 
a Morafic to a Gassir?” Your 
thoughts?

On the first point, I believe this 
already exists. There are endurance races, 
flat races, and all sorts of performance 
classes in which Arabians can compete. If 
the owner then wants to show his horse in 
a breeding class, let him do so. I encourage 
it, but don’t try to make something like 
that mandatory. We tried that here in the 
U.S. and it failed miserably. If you want to 
require halter horses to have performance 
ribbons then every performance horse 
should have to earn halter ribbons. 
An extraordinarily gifted saddle horse 
that lacks Arabian type is just as bad 
as a beautiful halter horse that can’t do 
anything. If the author is suggesting all 
horses be required to show both under 
saddle and at halter in the same show, 
that would be, in my opinion, logistically 
challenging and I suspect there would be 
far fewer exhibitors. The more obstacles 
we put in front of people, the fewer horses 
we have at shows. It’s that simple. And, 
shows are essential. It’s one of the ways 
people have fun with their horses and 
we all need to have fun with them, for 

the sake of the horse and its continued 
existence on this earth.

His second suggestion is to judge 
every bloodline separately, in an effort 
to conserve for the long-term the typical 
identity of every historical bloodline, 
male and female. He asks, “Can you 
really compare an Anter to an Akhtal, 
a Morafic to a Gassir?” My thoughts? I 
don’t see how that’s possible. I wonder 
where he would find enough people who 
might be qualified to judge such a show. 
And, I wonder where he would find 
enough horses of a particular bloodline 
to effectively hold such a show. Surely the 
classes would be small. To his question 
as to how could you compare those 
four stallions, if they were competing 
against one another in the same class and 
assuming they were all equally “correct” 
then the subjective choice of the judges 
would come into play. Of course a 
different panel of judges might conclude 
differently. That’s why I say if we place 
too much emphasis on the outcome of 
a show we leave ourselves in a very bad 
place. The judges don’t often buy our 
horses, the people in the stands do. And, 
like it or not, the very future of our breed, 
and every other breed for that matter, 
depends on our collective ability to sell 
our horses! In the final analysis we have to 
be producing something that someone else 
wants to buy.

11. What horse that you have bred, 
or admired from afar, comes the 
closest to your ideal Arabian horse? 
Do you appreciate and/or breed for 
more than one type? Please explain.

I’d say that horse would have to be 
Scapa. He is just so elegant, beautiful, 
tall, and refined yet he has good bone. 
That said, I do appreciate other “types”. 
In fact, our senior stallion, The Singleton, 
is quite different. He is compact and 
very masculine with a great and powerful 
appearance, and he accomplishes that 
without giving up “beauty.” I like several 
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“types” as long as they look “Arabian.”

12. Is there another question that 
you would like to ask and answer?

I think, for the good of the horse, 
we need to keep in mind that we can’t 
improve the quality of our own horses 
by berating those of other bloodlines. 
We need to be positive and realize that 
we’re all a part of the preservation of this 
magnificent gift we’ve been given and we 
have a responsibility to fulfill. 

Marilyn Lang
Fantasia Arabians, 
Sealy, Texas
1. Please give us a 
brief, thumbnail 
sketch of your 
involvement with the 
Arabian breed.

Fantasia Arabians 
purchased their first 
straight Egyptian in 
1973. By the mid 80s, 
our entire herd was 
straight Egyptian. Early 
on, we fell in love with 
the Ansata/Babson and 
the Ansata/Babson/
Sirecho cross blend 
of bloodlines. Each 
program contributed 
something unique to 
the phenotype necessary 
to produce what we 
considered to be, in our 
minds eye, the perfect straight Egyptian 
Arabian horse. Our herd has been closed 
and remained within those bloodlines for 
the last 25 years. This year we are focusing 
on incorporating more of the Ansata Bint 
Bukra blood into our program, using 
outside stallions carrying the blood of 
Ansata Halim Shah. It is always a little 
daunting to try something new, but if one 
is extremely careful when evaluating both 
phenotype and genotype, success can be 
achieved. This unique group of horses, 

the straight Egyptian Arabian, is one of 
the oldest and the purest of all Arabian 
horse bloodlines known to mankind. 
We feel extraordinarily fortunate to have 
been surrounded by these ancient desert 
treasures for the last 37 years. 

2. Among Arabian horses, one 
can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down 
to us through the ages from the 
desert, yet today’s halter showring 
seems to reward only one “ideal” 
type. What are your thoughts on 

this discrepancy? What is its impact 
on the breed?

The showring is what it is — a place 
for breeders and nonbreeders to have 
their dreams and programs evaluated 
by others who are hopefully qualified to 
give an opinion. I don’t agree with the 
author’s theory that only one “ideal” 
type is always rewarded in the showring. 
This is especially true when you have 
more than one judge giving his or her 
opinion at a horse show. Many times, I 

am amazed at how much the top winners 
in the classes differ in type. The Egyptian 
Event is about the only show we attend 
these days. The reason being, as most of 
the horses shown are straight Egyptian it 
gives us the opportunity to see how the 
breeding programs have developed from 
one year to the next. It is the once-a-year 
opportunity to see how other breeding 
programs have developed from a previous 
year and view some of the newer programs 
and horses. The Pyramid Society has set 
the rules for how a horse is to be judged 
at the Egyptian Event. My opinion is 

that most judges do a 
good job with the rules 
they are given to work 
with when evaluating 
a horse. The ideal type 
set by The Pyramid 
Society leaves room for 
discretion, especially 
when considering the 
head type. Just as there 
are many different types 
of straight Egyptians, 
there are also many 
different head types. 
Some have a very deep 
dish while others have 
a beautifully triangular-
shaped head with some 
dish. I see both types 
selected within one 
class. There is more to a 
head than a dish and I 
do think many straight 

Egyptian breeders are putting way too 
much emphasis on deep dishes today. We 
have been attending and participating in 
showing horses for many years. Fads come 
and go. Right now the fad seems to be 
extreme dishes. I don’t think it has a huge 
impact on the breed with the exception 
that it is difficult to sell a straight Egyptian 
horse with a very plain head. Heads with 
a pretty shape and beautiful eyes are the 
hallmark of the straight Egyptian. If given 
the choice, I would much rather ride an 
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Arabian horse with a pretty head than a 
so-so, plain head. 

3. One recognized quality of 
the original Arabian horse is 
a willing and kind disposition 
toward humans. Do you believe 
that current training practices for 
halter show horses are compatible 
with the original nature of the 
purebred Arabian horse?

The Arabian horse does not take 
kindly to ill tempers and abuse. If a horse 
has been abused in the training barn, 
it usually is evident in the showring. 
They are such an intelligent breed and 
for the most part, can be trained for any 
discipline including halter without abusive 
techniques, including the use of the whip. 
There are always going to be trainers who 
abuse horses but news travels fast among 
straight Egyptian breeders. Those breeders 
who, like me, would never tolerate abuse 
would never send a horse to someone they 
know uses abusive training techniques. 
Unfortunately, there are those breeders 
and owners who feel the blue ribbon is 
more important than the treatment of 
their animals. Overall, I think the abuse 
of the straight Egyptian, at least at the 
Egyptian Event, has been curtailed to a 

minimum. I would rather there never 
be abuse in or outside the ring but that 
requires those who witness the abuse 
to speak out. Unfortunately, most are 
afraid to do so for fear of reprisal. I wish 
someone would come up with a solution 
for this predicament. 

4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” 
the author builds a case in favor 
of outcrossing, citing the views of 

several authors. He observes that 
there is a worldwide tendency to 
inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, 
and warns that sustained inbreeding 
leads to loss of spirit and to 
gradual degeneration of the stock. 
Please give us your opinion on these 
points in theory, and also based on 
your own experience.

I wholeheartedly agree with the 
author’s presumption that too much 
inbreeding is occurring in the world of 
straight Egyptians. The problem is not 
so much the inbreeding but that so very 
few bloodlines are being used to inbreed. 
Many very important lines have been 
lost and many are in danger of being 
lost. The nucleus of the straight Egyptian 
bloodlines is very small. We cannot afford 
to lose any more lines or this will lead to 

a gradual degeneration of bloodstock. I 
believe Joe Ferriss reported at the breeders’ 
conference that there are now only 67 
root horses with living descendants within 
straight Egyptian breeding. To be quite 
honest, I was shocked. I think at this 
point it is almost impossible to breed 
straight Egyptians without linebreeding. 
One does come to a point where one 
needs to inject outcross blood to either 
correct a conformation or phenotype 
issue, and to keep your herd healthy and 
invigorated with new blood. I have had 
two separate programs within my herd, 
and have linebred both programs and then 
crossed them on each other. It has worked 
for me, but now it is at a point where I 
must outcross my herd. Fortunately, my 
herd does not contain many of the “elite” 
bloodlines so they are a perfect outcross 
for my program. About five years ago, 
we experimented with a little inbreeding 
and it was highly successful, but that is 
not something that any breeder should 
jump into without studying both the 
phenotype and genotype of the individuals 
being considered. Every breeding 
decision should be given the most careful 
consideration. Especially in today’s 
economic times when selling a horse can 
be difficult. It is very expensive to care 
for and maintain a horse properly. Each 
breeding should be evaluated with the 
understanding that you may be caring for 
this creature for a very long time. 

5. Do you believe that for 
outcrossing purposes, tail female 
lines are important considerations 
today?

I do believe mare lines are more 
important when studying a pedigree than 
the stallion lines. I am not so sure the tail 
female line is the most important line in 
the pedigree. I like to look at both the 
tail female line of both the sire and the 
dam. I also think families of mare lines are 
more important than an individual in a 
pedigree. We have full brothers and sisters 
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where one looks exactly like the sire dam 
line and the other looks exactly like the 
mare dam line. I have found in 35 years 
of breeding that it is very difficult to breed 
a look-alike son of a stallion. Also, that 
it is 100 times easier to breed beautiful 
fillies than it is too breed beautiful colts. 
Breeders these days put way to much 
emphasis on the stallion when making a 
breeding decision. It is important to not 
only look at the stallion before making a 
breeding decision but also to try to see as 
many of his get out of different bloodlines. 
Too many breeders are going to proven 
stallions in the showring and leaving 
many very young stallions out of the 
equation. Every now and then, one must 
take a chance as a breeder. I purchased a 
breeding this year to a weanling colt. He 
has an outstanding pedigree and a lovely 
sire and dam. I purchased the breeding at 
a good price because of his age and expect 
to have a lovely foal from this young 
stallion in a couple of years.

6. Do you have a favorite coat 
color? Do you consider color when 
you make breeding decisions? Why 
or why not?

I do have a favorite coat color. 
Nothing is more beautiful to my eye 
than looking out into the pasture to see a 
mature flea-bitten mare walking around 
with her tail arched away from her body. 
I also have a color that I am not crazy 
about — chestnut. The reason is that I 
find in most cases it influences type or 
changes the type. I also think the grey 
horse usually produces the most beautiful 
type and that bay horses produce the best 
conformation. I am not a student of color 
DNA but just find in my own program 
this seems to be the case. My grey horses 
always have the most beautiful heads. To 
be honest, when I have a chestnut horse 
born, I always cringe a little. The chestnut 
horses born on my farm have the most 
beautiful heads in the world. Fortunately 
for me, I do not have many chestnuts. 

Color does influence me in breeding 
decisions. I do not like white anywhere 
in the eye and I also do not like lost 
pigmentation. Because grey is a diluted 
color gene, I think in order to avoid lost 
pigmentation and white in the eye, you 
must inject color into your program, at 
least once every other generation. You only 
see pigmentation loss on grey horses so 
that tells me the grey color has become too 
diluted. As for breeding for color, I have 
bred a few times for the color black but in 
my particular instance, it never works out. 
At this point in my breeding career, I give 
a lot of thought before breeding for color. 

7. According to the author, it 
has been accepted without much 
thought or debate that the 
Ottoman rulers of Egypt and 
their immediate entourage (Abbas 
Pasha, etc.) are the source of the 
Egyptian Arabian, perhaps the best 
source. The author, on the other 
hand, points to the desertbred 
bloodstock of Inshass and to 
desertbred stock generally as being 
equally important in the long run. 

Where do you stand on this point? 
Without the Pashas and Lady Anne 

Blunt, there probably would not have 
been an Inshass Stud. I think the author 
would like to see the Inshass Stud receive 
more recognition as an introducer and 
one of the first straight Egyptian breeding 
farms in Egypt. To truly understand the 
historical genealogy, one must read as 
many of the books written about this 
place in time (the late 1800s and the early 
1900s). I have always felt that Lady Anne 
Blunt never received the recognition she 
deserved as an introducer and breeder 
of the straight Egyptian. Prince Kemal 
El Dine is another member of the royal 
family who has not received much 
recognition as a breeder. 

8. The author declares that in the 
modern era, an Egyptian “identity” 
has been threatened by reservoir-
depleting overselling of stock 
out of Egypt and by the lack of 
organized resistance to breeding in 
conformity to Western showring 
standards. Do you agree? Why or 
why not?
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I wonder if there would be any 
straight Egyptians left in Egypt today if 
it were not for breeders such as Douglas 
Marshall and Judi Forbis. At the time of 
their importations into the U.S. in the 
1960s, the EAO was in dire financial 
straits. Egypt was experiencing a change 
in government, one that I don’t think 
cared much about horses or their historical 
significance. When I visited El Zahraa 
for the first time three years ago, I was 
overwhelmed, not only by the number 
of horses but also by their beauty, and 
a well-thought-out 
breeding program. 
Breeders all over the 
world probably saved the 
straight Egyptian horse 
as we know it today 
from extinction. I am 
more concerned about 
the straight Egyptian 
well running dry in the 
U.S. So many straight 
Egyptians are being 
exported to all parts of 
the world and especially 
Egypt. When I visited 
Egypt three years ago, 
there were approximately 
200 straight Egyptian 
farms. When I again visited Egypt last fall, 
that number had doubled in two years. 
I don’t think we have to worry about 
the straight Egyptian well running dry 
in Egypt. I was also impressed with the 
quality of the horses and how much the 
horses are loved and cared for.

The straight Egyptian horse has 
evolved over the last 100 years. My 
humble opinion is that in most instances, 
it is for the better. I am somewhat 
offended by the author’s reference to 
“western showring” standards. When 
I read books written by the Pashas, 
specifically Prince Mohamed Aly, his 
description of the perfect straight 
Egyptian horse is not much different from 
what is being bred and shown today. As a 

breeder, I am much more concerned about 
the viability of the straight Egyptian for 
future generations with so few bloodlines 
being used in today’s programs. The 
prejudice against certain bloodlines in 
many countries has become problematic. 
I am speaking in particular about the 
*Exochorda blood in particular. The only 
source of “Exochorda blood is through 
the stallion Sirecho. If you do not like a 
particular bloodline, don’t use it in your 
program but to spread untruths about the 
purity of any horse designated straight 

Egyptian by The Pyramid Society is not 
only unkind, it is detrimental to the 
breed. Sirecho, in particular, has so much 
to offer to the straight Egyptians being 
bred today: excellent legs in particular 
and the propensity to be very prolific 
reproductively in their lifetime. My most 
fervent wish is that pedigree prejudice 
among breeders of Straight Egyptians 
would come to an end.

9. What are your thoughts on 
whether or not the EAO should 
be privatized? What do you think 
would be the best way to preserve 
this living cultural heritage of 
Egypt?

I do think the EAO should be 

privatized. Politics becomes a driving 
force in how the EAO is run and to be 
quite honest, I am not sure many in the 
government truly appreciate the historical 
significance of the EAO and the straight 
Egyptian horse. The privatization of 
the EAO would be an excellent way 
to energize their fiscal house. It is my 
understanding that the EAO will have 
a new home in a couple of years. It 
saddened me somewhat when I first was 
told, but I realize that in order for the 
EAO to survive, it must move to another 

location. The property 
has become too valuable 
for what is basically a 
horse farm. The EAO has 
many supporters among 
the straight Egyptian 
breeders in Egypt who 
I am sure are working 
diligently to be sure the 
EAO remains a national 
treasure of Cairo and 
Egypt.

10. In his conclusion, 
the author offers 
two specific 
suggestions for 
constructive 

reforms. First, he proposes 
moving away from pure and simple 
phenotypic evaluation in order to 
include ability under saddle as 
an equal criterion in judging. His 
second suggestion is to judge every 
bloodline separately, in an effort 
to conserve for the long-term the 
typical identity of every historical 
bloodline, male and female. He asks, 
“Can you really compare an Anter to 
an Akhtal, a Morafic to a Gassir?” 
Your thoughts?

While the straight Egyptian is capable 
of performing in almost any discipline, 
I have never been a fan of requiring a 
straight Egyptian horse to be under saddle 
in order for it to be judged in the halter 
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arena. Using an under saddle criterion 
rather than phenotype for straight 
Egyptians would eventually lead to the 
loss of type within these bloodlines, as we 
have seen in the U.S. where Arabians are 
bred to compete in specific disciplines. We 
have competed in the performance arena 
off and on for the last 30 years or so, but I 
would never want any organization to tell 
me I had to show my horse under saddle 
in order to qualify for a halter class. We 
tried that in the U.S. on the National level 
and it did not work. Neither would having 
separate classes for different phenotypes. 
At this juncture in the U.S., you cannot 
fill up a regular halter class much less 
different classes for different types.

I do understand what the author 
is trying to say, that it is difficult to 
compare some types of horses when the 
differences are extreme. That is exactly 
why I never became a judge. I have a 
difficult time sometimes evaluating my 
own horses as I have several different types 
in my program. One day I love the more 
refined and elegant look and the next day 
I have fallen back in love with my little 
Dahman mares. Comparison is relative 
to what your eye likes. What I like most 

in a horse, the author might not like at 
all. Comparison is relative to your idea of 
what is beautiful. Beauty is in the eye of 
the beholder. 

11. What horse that you have bred, 
or admired from afar, comes the 
closest to your ideal Arabian horse? 
Do you appreciate and/or breed for 
more than one type? Please explain

There are so many straight Egyptians 
that I admire, too many to list. My 
favorite horse that I have bred is FA 
Magnolia Moon. I did have several fillies 
born this year, one out of FA Magnolia 
Moon and sired by her full blood 
brother FA Halii Halim (my seond try at 
inbreeding), who are exquisite but I will 
wait for them to mature a little before 
giving them my stamp of approval.

12. Is there another question that 
you would like to ask and answer?

I think the author has brought up 
many interesting topics for discussion, 
some of which are not easily answered. I 
do wish him success in his endeavors with 
the straight Egyptian Arabian.

Marion Richmond
Simeon Stud, Sydney, NSW, 
Australia  
1. Please give us a brief, thumbnail 
sketch of your involvement with 
the Arabian breed.

I have been breeding purebred 
Arabians since 1956 and straight 
Egyptians since 1976 and now breed 
only straight Egyptians, keeping one 
female from our original stock. I have 
judged halter shows internationally. My 
sole aim is to preserve this wonderful 
animal and keep it useful as a horse, 

Marion Richmond
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i.e., beautiful with good construction. I 
am extremely happy with my breeding 
program but continue to add new stock 
so as to have “somewhere to go.” I prefer 
the older, proven bloodlines, e.g. Ghazal 
(Egypt); Hadban Enzahi (Egypt); Galal 
(Egypt); Maymoonah and Yosreia, all old 
Egyptian lines. 

2. Among Arabian horses, one 
can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down 
to us through the ages from the 
desert, yet today’s halter showring 
seems to reward only one “ideal” 
type. What are your thoughts on 
this discrepancy? What is its impact 
on the breed?

I pay no attention to halter 
champions. I have a picture firmly in my 
mind of my ideal Arabian. As a result of 
the showring, the style of the Arabian 
horse has changed greatly. Fashionable 
horses seem to come in cycles and this 
influences a large number of today’s 
Arabian breeders — so you now have 

hundreds of offspring from only a very 
few stallions. This limits an already limited 
gene pool and subsequently changes the 
current appearance of the Arabian. I 
suppose this has happened throughout 
the last few decades but with the advent 
of embryos etc., the numbers are greater 
using fewer sires. I feel the usefulness of 
the Arabian as a horse is being diminished. 

3. One recognized quality of the 
original Arabian horse is a willing 
and kind disposition toward 
humans. Do you believe that 
current training practices for 
halter show horses are compatible 
with the original nature of the 
purebred Arabian horse?

Current show practices for training 
halter horses vary so greatly among 
individuals and also countries. I personally 
try to breed a user-friendly Arabian so I do 
not use bloodlines that are known to be 
“hot.” The Arabian horse will withstand 
a great deal — more than other breeds. 
The whole idea of halter training and 

conditioning is not natural to the Arabian 
but the showring is a necessary marketing 
tool for breeders. 

4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” 
the author builds a case in favor 
of outcrossing, citing the views of 
several authors. He observes that 
there is a worldwide tendency to 
inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, 
and warns that sustained inbreeding 
leads to loss of spirit and to 
gradual degeneration of the stock. 
Please give us your opinion on these 
points in theory, and also based on 
your own experience.

I do believe in outcrossing but 
keeping within the “straight Egyptian 
sphere.” Look at the famous experiment of 
Menel’s beans that we all learned about in 
school: the inbred beans became smaller 
and weaker. There are some specific 
bloodlines I will not use in my program 
but that is just my personal preference. 
Some people state, supposedly with 
authority, that some horses are not “clear 
in their purity.” This is most unfortunate 
to the Arabian as the gene pool is already 
limited and these detrimental comments 
are often hearsay and have absolutely no 
relevance to today’s Arabian. This is very 
wrong and is often perpetuated for selfish 
or financial gain. Truly sad! If the pedigree 
is validated by The Pyramid Society I take 
it as so, as should all Arabian breeders. 

5. Do you believe that for 
outcrossing purposes, tail female 
lines are important considerations 
today?

Yes, I do believe that a specific tail 
female line has certain characteristics. In 
my case I chose horses worldwide that 
I liked a great deal and then found that 
many traced back to the mare Yosreia. 
Other great mare lines have also been 
added to my program and outcrossing is 
absolutely necessary so as not to breed a 
small bean! 
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6. Do you have a favorite coat 
color? Do you consider color 
when you make breeding decisions? 
Why or why not?

The main color consideration for 
an Arabian is not the coat color, but 
the skin pigmentation. They are desert 
animals and should have little white and 
must have black skin. My personal color 
preference is not chestnut, but many 
of my most beautiful individuals that I 
have produced are dark liver chestnut 
with flaxen manes. Black feet are more 
desirable and full dark eye color shows 
the soul of the Arabian. 

7. According to the author, it 
has been accepted without much 
thought or debate that the 
Ottoman rulers of Egypt and 
their immediate entourage (Abbas 
Pasha, etc.) are the source of the 
Egyptian Arabian, perhaps the best 
source. The author, on the other 
hand, points to the desertbred 
bloodstock of Inshass and to 
desertbred stock generally as being 
equally important, in the long run. 
Where do you stand on this point? 

All historic breeding programs, 
Ottoman, Inshass, Abbas Pasha, have 
contributed successfully to the modern-
day Arabian.

8. The author declares that in the 
modern era, an Egyptian “identity” 
has been threatened by reservoir-
depleting overselling of stock 
out of Egypt and by the lack of 
organized resistance to breeding 
in conformity to western showring 
standards. Do you agree? Why or 
why not? 

It is at least five years since I have 
visited the EAO and private breeders in 
Egypt. I do think that in the ’70s and 
’80s too many great horses were “let go” 
from Egypt, mainly from the EAO. I 

can only say that I have on my farm in 
Australia, two completely Egyptian-bred 
mares, Ibtehag and Wed Albadeia, whom 
I love and treasure greatly. I also saw 
at the 2010 European championships, 
lovely Egyptian-bred horses exhibited 
successfully. Egyptian horses are the basis 
of almost all great breeding farms today. 
One’s eye does change and what I liked 
50 years ago is substantially different from 
what I admire now. The horses for one 
thing have more substance and size, which 
I think is a good trait. 

9. What are your thoughts on 
whether or not the EAO should be 
privatized? What do think would be 
the best way to preserve this living 
cultural heritage of Egypt?

I am very old-fashioned — when a 
country has a treasure such as the EAO 
it seems a shame to loose it to a private 
buyer. But on the other hand, the quality 
of the horses in the late ’60s and early 
’70s is not currently present. Successful 
longtime breeders should help the current 
management, and perhaps lease some 
good quality breeding stock to improve 
the current horses with also government 
participation e.g. financial support. 

10. In his conclusion, the author 
offers two specific suggestions 

for constructive reforms. First, 
he proposes moving away from pure 
and simple phenotypic evaluation 
in order to include ability under 
saddle as an equal criterion in 
judging. His second suggestion is 
to judge every bloodline separately, 
in an effort to conserve for the 
longterm the typical identity of 
every historical bloodline, male 
and female. He asks, “Can you really 
compare an Anter to an Akhtal, 
a Morafic to a Gassir?” Your 
thoughts?

Horses should be chosen by their 
appearance and this should be both 
visually attractive and conformationally 
sound. They should also be chosen based 
on what they can produce. You can have a 
“once off ” lovely animal of good parentage 
who just does not produce the quality of 
itself. Horses do vary greatly and should 
be chosen to complement each other, i.e., 
if one has amazing movement and type 
and needs more leg, include a taller animal 
in the next generation. All bloodlines 
should be thoroughly studied to see which 
qualities they can add beneficially to the 
next generation, e.g., Alaa El Din sired 
great broodmares with lovely fronts and 
Sameh sired amazing strong bodies — a 
wonderful combination.
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11. What horse that you have bred, 
or admired from afar, comes the 
closest to your ideal Arabian horse? 
Do you appreciate and/or breed for 
more than one type? Please explain. 

I am becoming an extremely boring 
breeder as after 50 years-plus, I really do 
love the type of Arabian that is now born 
at Simeon Stud, and every generation 
seems to be that tiny bit better or more 
wonderfully exciting. I have a three-year-
old colt that, for me, is almost perfect! 
Standing at a good 15-hands, correct 
limbs, knees and feet, black skin, no 
white, big, black eyes, a long fine neck, 
and a long sloping shoulder with the 
sweetest disposition, and then I also have 
a paddock full of yearlings that I watch 
for hours. This season, so far early days, 
I have a new filly born that I cannot wait 
to see each week to check if she is still so 
all-around gorgeous. 

12. Is there another question that 
you would like to ask and answer?

What is going to happen to the 
Egyptian Arabian if four or five horses in 
the pedigrees are looked down upon, and 
some breeders, especially new breeders 

that are unsure about using these lines, 
will be told not to, and you have so many 
horses being bred to so few stallions — 
will we still have a healthy genetic pool to 
draw from?

Joe Ferriss
Brownstone Farm, Quincy, Michigan
1. Please give us a brief, thumbnail 
sketch of your involvement with 
the Arabian breed.

First let me say that I can only answer 
these questions in the context of my 
personal experience and not in the context 
of the book to which you refer.

I have only just purchased it and 
have not completed reading it yet. My 
involvement with the Arabian breed now 
spans 40 years, not so much as a breeder 
but as an observer, since I have only bred 
and owned a very small number of horses, 
though I have seen many thousands 
of them.

2. Among Arabian horses, one 
can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down 
to us through the ages from the 
desert, yet today’s halter showring 

seems to reward only one “ideal” 
type. What are your thoughts on 
this discrepancy? What is its impact 
on the breed?

In the bigger picture, today’s 
showring is not that different from the 
one of 40 years ago. This is because 
there have always been evolving trends 
in fashion that influence the looks of 
the horse being rewarded in the halter 
class as well as the style of movement of 
the horse being ridden. Because show 
judges have to attend training and follow 
rulebook standards it is inevitable that the 
judging will precipitate to one individual 
type as it approximates what is described 
in the rulebook. However, this is often 
influenced by current or popular trends 
so the “ideal” over a longer period of time 
evolves but because of the rulebook it 
remains focused on one general type. That 
is just the nature of the commercial aspect 
of the breed industry. This is the same for 
other equine breeds as well. Those who 
only see a breed through the showring 
will have a very limited view of the entire 
characteristics of the breed, especially 
one as ancient as the Arabian, which was 
developed over a broad geography by a 
migratory culture. The Arabian breed 
will always have a variety of types and 
each will be an ideal to someone. It is 
important to educate people about the 
different types. But the important thing in 
the long run is that key hallmarks of the 
breed be maintained, such as harmony of 
proportions and movement, lively spirit 
combined with a joyful disposition, good 
temperament, and enduring athleticism. 
All of these things are a part of the natural 
beauty of the breed as it was given to us 
by its original creators, the Bedouin horse 
breeding tribes.

3. One recognized quality of 
the original Arabian horse is 
a willing and kind disposition 
toward humans. Do you believe 
that current training practices for 
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halter show horses are compatible 
with the original nature of the 
purebred Arabian horse?

I do not know enough specifically 
about the training practices that are 
behind the halter horse being exhibited. I 
can only judge what I see when the horse 
is presented in the showring. I lament the 
loss of the more balanced and cadenced 
presentation of horses many years ago 
where the horse was happy and moving 
in a way that expressed its nobility but 
also exhibited its movement so one could 
judge it without chaos, and the horse 
stand in a quiet natural way, not one in 
which it is reformatted to a different shape 
than it actually has. If a horse is ill-treated 
in the showring, the horse’s demeanor 
will reflect that as being incompatible 
with the Arabian’s original nature. Some 
handlers are even bitten or struck by the 
horse, which is understandable when the 
horse’s dignity is violated or it is abused. I 
wish such occurrences were punished by 
dismissal of the handler, for the sake of the 
horse and the breed’s image.

4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” 
the author builds a case in favor 
of outcrossing, citing the views of 
several authors. He observes that 
there is a worldwide tendency to 
inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, 
and warns that sustained inbreeding 
leads to loss of spirit and to 

gradual degeneration of the stock. 
Please give us your opinion on these 
points in theory, and also based on 
your own experience.

Again, because I have not completed 
reading this book, I will only comment 
from my personal experience. To start 
with, a year ago I attended an open house 
of a family breeding operation that was 
celebrating its 60th anniversary. This 
farm started in 1949 with three horses 
that were already very closely related to 
each other and then also bred to another 
horse closely related to their foundation. 
After 60 years they perhaps have one of 
the highest coefficients of inbreeding of 
any program worldwide, yet the horses 
have not lost any vitality since I first saw 
some of them in the mid 1970s. Perhaps 
a few of them are even better individuals 
and some of them have been strong 
endurance competitors in the past. So one 
cannot say that inbreeding is a guarantee 
of problems, it is too complex to make 
a sweeping generalization. However, 
recent discussions on genetics foretell 
of increasing challenges to those who 
breed closely. There are known genetic 
health challenges in some of the current 
Arabian population but they are shown 
to exist in both closely bred and out-bred 
bloodlines. If someone is interested in 
breeding Arabian horses for the long run, 
they first need to learn all they can about 
each individual and its ancestry before 
making their own breeding decisions. 
Inbreeding or close breeding should not 
be entered into lightly without knowledge 
of the ancestors and a willingness to cull. 
Some breeders have shown an interesting 
example by early on sorting their program 
out into subgroups for later crossing with 
each other, while each subgroup in its own 
way, is something of an outcross to the 
other. Knowledge of outcrosses is useful 
and should be an important tool for the 
long-term preservation of the genetic base. 
5. Do you believe that for 
outcrossing purposes, tail female 

lines are important considerations 
today?

Since the Bedouin horse breeding 
tribes based their families on the dam 
line, it would be unrealistic to ignore its 
importance as a genetic feature. Many 
of today’s straight Egyptian Arabians 
have been built on very influential 
female ancestors and sometimes their 
influence can be seen in both tail female 
and elsewhere in some current horses. 
Taking this into consideration a female 
line can also be an outcross. One example 
is the rare Shuwayman Sabbah strain 
that still exists in Egyptian lines via the 
Tahawi foundation mare Folla. This is 
an important outcross that should not be 
lost. We have it in North America, Europe 
has it, and Egypt also has it. However, 
in choosing any outcross the specific 
influence of the individuals involved must 
be taken into account. What I think seems 
overlooked in straight Egyptian bloodlines 
today by some is the tail-male or sire 
line as an outcross. This to me is also an 
important consideration.

6. Do you have a favorite coat 
color? Do you consider color when 
you make breeding decisions? Why 
or why not?

My order of preference is: flea-bitten 
grey, liver chestnut, and seal brown as 
my three favorite colors. However, I 
never made a breeding decision based on 
color. Colors are to be enjoyed only after 
one enjoys everything else about a good 
Arabian horse.

7. According to the author, it 
has been accepted without much 
thought or debate that the 
Ottoman rulers of Egypt and 
their immediate entourage (Abbas 
Pasha, etc.) are the source of the 
Egyptian Arabian, perhaps the best 
source. The author, on the other 
hand, points to the desertbred 
bloodstock of Inshass and to Joe Ferriss
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desertbred stock generally as being 
equally important in the long run. 
Where do you stand on this point? 

Again, because I have not completed 
the book, my answer is not in the context 
of it but rather from personal experience. 
My interest in the Inshass breeding goes 
back to 1975 when I first saw *Ibn Hafiza 
(Sameh x Hafiza). Also I had also just 
gotten the English translation of the 
Inshass Herd Book so I was intrigued with 
the breeding of the royal stud. Because 
my own horses were not straight Egyptian 
but rather a combination of Egyptian 
and Saudi blood, I found the Inshass 
program of interest and proceeded to 
see as many high 
percentage Inshass 
horses in America 
as I could. Inshass 
blood is already in 
many, many straight 
Egyptians today. I 
think that straight 
Egyptian horses 
who incorporate 
more contemporary 
20th century desert 
breeding, such as 
descendants of the 
Tahawi Bedouin 
mares, are the easiest 
way to extend the 
genetic base of 
straight Egyptian 
breeding. No one can dispute that Abbas 
Pasha, and his successors, and Ali Pasha 
Sherif, and the Blunts have contributed 
a strong foundation upon which straight 
Egyptian breeders can continue. Inshass 
breeding and others with close desert 
sources are also important, especially 
since there are only approximately 67 or 
so original named foundation horses that 
make up straight Egyptian breeding today. 

8. The author declares that in 
the modern era, an Egyptian 
“identity” has been threatened by 

reservoir-depleting overselling of 
stock out of Egypt and by the lack 
of organized resistance to breeding 
in conformity to western showring 
standards. Do you agree? Why or 
why not? 

Regarding conformity to western 
showring standards see my answer again in 
question two. The nature of the showring 
in the modern era is always going to 
be the same structure, which is created 
by competition. While on some levels 
it provides commerce, entertainment, 
and a gathering place for Arabian horse 
enthusiasts, it is not a reliable measure in 
the long run for seeing the breed in its 

entirety. That is where it is encouraged 
that people visit breeding farms in person 
and read all they can and compare various 
schools of thought on the breed. It is not 
my place to tell people how to breed in 
any country including Egypt. However, 
the reason why I write articles is to share 
what I have seen and to point out the 
possibilities. Whether Egypt sold too 
much stock out of Egypt is not my place 
to debate. I see a country with huge 
possibilities for the future, including the 
largest reservoir for the sire line to El 
Deree through the magnificent Akhtal and 

others. Also only Egypt has the remaining 
lines to the stallion Ghandour (Merzuk x 
Jazia) so there are still bloodlines unique 
to its heritage. Many of the horses of 
the EAO are still unique to Egypt in the 
manner of their pedigrees compared with 
other countries, and to me that remains an 
“Egyptian” identity. I still see Egypt as a 
country filled with possibilities.

9. What are your thoughts on 
whether or not the EAO should be 
privatized? What do think would be 
the best way to preserve this living 
cultural heritage of Egypt?

This is not for me to opine. Egypt’s 
enthusiasm for the 
Arabian horse will 
determine its course 
there.

10. In his 
conclusion, the 
author offers 
two specific 
suggestions for 
constructive 
reforms. First, 
he proposes 
moving away from 
pure and simple 
phenotypic 
evaluation in 
order to include 
ability under 

saddle as an equal criterion in 
judging. His second suggestion is 
to judge every bloodline separately, 
in an effort to conserve for the 
long-term the typical identity of 
every historical bloodline, male 
and female. He asks, “Can you really 
compare an Anter to an Akhtal, 
a Morafic to a Gassir?” Your 
thoughts?

Riding under saddle was more an 
element of halter show winners 40 years 
ago than now. It would be good to see 
it become another breeder’s tool again. 
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In fact some who have bred halter 
champions over the years were already 
accomplished horsemen and women so 
I believe it is possible to judge a horse’s 
riding potential phenotypically if the 
one judging knows well the criteria for a 
good riding horse. As for demonstrating 
the different “sire examples” in your 
question, the breed has had and always 
will have different types, each with a kind 
of ideal. About three decades ago the 
organization Al Khamsa pioneered non-
competitive exhibitions of the different 
types of Arabians and I see no reason why 
that could not be a model for today. I 
would like to see more noncompetitive 
exhibitions become a part of modern 
Arabian horse shows, such as the stallion 
exhibitions of the U.S. Egyptian Events.

11. What horse that you have bred, 
or admired from afar, comes the 
closest to your ideal Arabian 
horse? Do you appreciate and/
or breed for more than one type? 
Please explain. 

First, I no longer breed Arabians 
but I continue to enjoy them. When we 
were breeding we were inspired by the 
look of the horses of Prince Mohammed 
Ali and the Rabdan El Azrak influence 
but we also liked the influence of the 
Saudi mare Turfa in combination with 
these older lines. No two of our horses 
were alike but all we wanted was to 
maintain harmony of proportions and 
movement, lively spirit combined with a 
joyful and kind disposition, and enduring 
athleticism. This is what we looked for in 
other Arabians as well, and it does come 
in a variety of sizes, colors, and shapes. 
I have long been an admirer of more 
than one type of Arabian and I created 
charts about that about 20 years ago. As I 
mentioned before I believe there is more 
than one ideal, considering the thousands 
of Arabians I have seen over the years. It 
would be hard to name only one.

12. Is there another question that 
you would like to ask and answer?

Only a comment. Each person who 
commits to breeding Arabians will have 
to decide on their own ideal and then 
learn all they can about it as well as the 
whole breed from different breeders. Each 
preceding breeder can be an inspiration 
and their ideal must be respected and 
understood. But in the end one must 
plot one’s own course rather than seeking 
to emulate others. This is not only the 
courageous thing to do, it is good for 
the breed.

Ahmed S. Hamza
Chairman, EAO, Cairo, Egypt
1. Please give us a brief, thumbnail 
sketch of your involvement with 
the Arabian breed.

The Arabian horse has always been 
a part of my life. I was raised at the farm 
of my grandfather, Ahmed Pasha Hamza, 
who founded his breeding program in 
1942. Some years after the Revolution of 
1952, all of his lands as well as the horses 
were taken away, but he managed to find 
whatever money he could to buy back 
as many horses as he could from public 
auction.

He named our stud Hamdan Stables 
in honor of the great stallion who was 
a gift from the RAS to King Farouk 
on the occasion of his coronation. The 

stallion kept falling on hard times and 
was eventually rescued by Sara Loken 
and Douglas Marshall from the U.S. He 
managed to live out his life at the EAO. 
This is the kind of devotion to the horse 
that was bred into us as well.

After the death of my father in 1984, 
I took over control of Hamdan Stables. 
In 2008, I was named as Chairman of the 
EAO, which includes El Zahraa as one 
of the primary divisions. This way I can 
continue to try to do whatever I can to 
continue my family’s tradition with the 
Arabian horse.

2. Among Arabian horses, one 
can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down 
to us through the ages from the 
desert, yet today’s halter showring 
seems to reward only one “ideal” 
type. What are your thoughts on 
this discrepancy? What is its impact 
on the breed?

My main goal at the EAO is to 
preserve the breeding of the authentic 
Arabian horse. Sadly we are exposed 
to many interests today that do not 
follow this goal. We have witnessed the 
introduction here in Egypt of the Polish, 
Russian, and Spanish bloodlines, many of 
which can severely dilute our own heritage 
of preserving the straight Egyptian 
lines. The straight Egyptian cannot be 
questioned. Through the years, there have 
been some issues, but all have been solved 
by research and understanding the record 
keeping.

When people keep outcrossing to 
these other lines, the horses go out of type. 
After a while, the breeders realize that they 
have to cross back to the straight Egyptian 
to bring back the type that was lost. We 
are trying to keep the straight Egyptian of 
the purest lines so that we can maintain 
the foundation that has been instrumental 
in developing all the other horses.

You can almost always see the 
contrast between the straight Egyptian 
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and these other crosses. The others may be 
known for a certain look and a dramatic 
appearance. But, to my thinking, there 
is still nothing more beautiful than the 
Egyptian. At the recent International 
show, we presented some of the EAO 
mares and stallions with no makeup, no 
artificial training methods and the crowds 
loved them. We presented them at liberty 
so that they could show themselves. 
Visitors told me they also enjoyed seeing 
some of the mares and stallions, who are 
a newer part of our breeding program, 
moving and freely showing their type and 
presence.
 
3. One recognized quality of 
the original Arabian horse is 
a willing and kind disposition 
toward humans. Do you believe 
that current training practices for 
halter show horses are compatible 
with the original nature of the 
purebred Arabian horse?

In recent years, I have seen some very 
harsh practices in the showring. Instead of 
training for a natural look and behavior, 
I have watched a number of horses 
who were afraid to blink in front of the 
handler. You could see they were terrified; 
backing away, ears pinned and the whites 
of their eyes showing because they knew 
what was coming. It is a shame that this is 

what wins often in the shows. It is harmful 
to the horses.

When we presented the EAO horses 
at the recent show, they were not shown 
to earn 20s. They were allowed to present 
themselves with great presence and they 
enjoyed themselves in the ring.

4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” 
the author builds a case in favor 
of outcrossing, citing the views of 
several authors. He observes that 
there is a worldwide tendency to 
inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, 
and warns that sustained inbreeding 
leads to loss of spirit and to 
gradual degeneration of the stock. 
Please give us your opinion on these 
points in theory, and also based on 
your own experience.

I agree that there is a tendency 
to inbreed from a limited group of 
bloodlines. To my thinking, extensive 
inbreeding is not ethical. There are cases 
when you can and must breed within 
family lines. But you must study and do 
your research. A person with experience 
and knowledge will know that close 
inbreeding is not the way to go in building 
a real program.

If you do try breeding within families, 
you can only do it in a limited way. And 
the matter must be studied thoroughly. 

You must try not to do anything that will 
have a negative impact on the health and 
functional aspects of the horse. All horses 
need to have a function. They need to be 
something more than an object to be put 
in a stall.

At my own farm, all horses both male 
and female are ridden from three years of 
age. Unfortunately at EAO, we are tied by 
having over 400 horses. But every day, the 
mares, foals, and the young horses are out 
together in the paddocks for a long time. 
They are together in their barns so they 
have the chance to be social with the other 
horses. The stallions are put out separately. 
The horses here can express both their 
individual spirit and their ability to be 
part of a herd.
5. Do you believe that for 
outcrossing purposes, tail female 
lines are important considerations 
today?

Yes, I do believe that the tail female 
lines are important in any breeding, 
especially in outcrossing. This is part of 
what I mean when I say that breeders have 
to study not just recite pedigrees. Each 
individual has to decide what he is looking 
for in his breeding program and then he 
has to study where to find it and how to 
achieve it.

The stallion must be given great 
consideration. Stallions of some lines are 
really prepotent and almost always add 
certain characteristics. These may not 
work with every mare and you cannot get 
what is not there to begin with.
 
6. Do you have a favorite coat 
color? Do you consider color when 
you make breeding decisions? Why 
or why not?

Personally, I prefer black but I do not 
breed only for that. In any program, you 
must consider type, movement, and all 
the other important information when 
you make your decisions. If you want a 
particular color then you must understand 
that at the end, you may not get the color 
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you want. That is why you need to breed 
for the horse, not the color.

7. According to the author, it 
has been accepted without much 
thought or debate that the 
Ottoman rulers of Egypt and 
their immediate entourage (Abbas 
Pasha, etc.) are the source of the 
Egyptian Arabian, perhaps the best 
source. The author, on the other 
hand, points to the desertbred 
bloodstock of Inshass and to 
desertbred stock generally as being 
equally important, in the 
long run. Where do you 
stand on this point?

It seems to me that the 
source of all of these is the 
Desert Arabian, the origin 
alone of all the lines we have 
today. Abbas Pasha and the 
Royal Family acquired horses 
through wars and purchases. 
So the horses that came to 
RAS and Inshass are from 
the same stock. They are 
just different types. It is all a 
continuation of bloodstock 
from the 19th century.

At the EAO, the lines 
are mixed in most cases. You had horses 
like Anter who came from Inshass but has 
intermingled with El Zahraa blood. Some 
breeders are aware of the different lines 
but many are not. You must study them 
all for what they can bring and then make 
your decisions.
 
8. The author declares that in the 
modern era, an Egyptian “identity” 
has been threatened by reservoir-
depleting overselling of stock 
out of Egypt and by the lack of 
organized resistance to breeding 
in conformity to western showring 
standards. Do you agree? Why or 
why not? 

In the ‘50s and ‘60s, many horses 

left Egypt, and almost everyone agrees 
that there were some who we regret 
losing today. However, almost all of the 
bloodlines are still here. Dr. Ameen Zaher 
had an excellent breeding program in the 
early days of El Zahraa. Sadly there were 
some years recently when the program 
was nonexistent; it was almost random 
breeding. But now we have tried to 
institute a more careful program that pays 
attention to the older lines and still tries to 
improve where we can. 

As some of the older people know, 
when the country was suffering through 

hard times after the Revolution, many 
of the original breeders made great 
sacrifices to try to save the Arabian horse 
even though every part of their lives had 
collapsed around them. Not many people 
would do this today.

At EAO we are trying to preserve the 
authentic Egyptian horse. The showring 
has made a lot of demands on how people 
breed these days. But what we have to 
remember is that the Arabian is a living 
treasure. It is not a car that is designed to 
fit the taste of today’s market.
 
9. What are your thoughts on 
whether or not the EAO should 
be privatized? What do you think 
would be the best way to preserve 

this living cultural heritage 
of Egypt?

Definitely not. It should never be 
privatized. El Zahraa does not belong to 
Egypt. It is global. You cannot put it into 
the hands of someone private who will 
make it into a company which will serve 
the corporation and not the world of the 
Arabian horse. The EAO is for everybody. 
However, it does need to be modernized 
so that we can better serve the world as we 
should.

We need to expand its capabilities. 
We are still working under an antiquated 

system in many areas. We 
must put into place solid 
scientific programs to help 
the herd, and must do 
everything we can to preserve 
the heritage, which you can 
find in no other place in the 
world. We need to establish 
protocols that will enhance 
the health of our stock. We 
are working now to improve 
the quality of medical 
equipment and the training of 
the staff. We are progressing 
nicely in negotiations with a 
university in Italy to develop 
new procedures.

We must establish new procedures 
for administration, health care, and 
registrations. We are trying to leave 
a strong foundation that will allow 
incoming people to make intelligent 
decisions in the future. 

10. In his conclusion, the author 
offers two specific suggestions 
for constructive reforms. First, 
he proposes moving away from pure 
and simple phenotypic evaluation 
in order to include ability under 
saddle as an equal criterion in 
judging. His second suggestion is to 
judge every bloodline separately, in 
an effort to conserve for the long-
term the typical identity of every 
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historical bloodline, male and female. He asks, “Can you really compare 
an Anter to an Actual, a Moronic to a Gasser?” Your thoughts?

I do agree that there should be some basis for including riding in the judging 
system as they do in some European countries. It is important to remember that 
the horse was created for riding. Yes, it was replaced as a major part of life when the 
automobile came onto the scene. But at the end of the day, we must remember that 
showring abilities must honor and stay true to the function of the horse.

Riding creates a relationship between the rider and the horse. It is essential that 
the horse be treated humanely and with respect to have the best results. Mistreating the 
horse may get you results but it will be at a terrible price both in the health of the horse 
and his trust of people.

As for the second part of the question, I am not sure of the practicality of trying 
to judge different lines. A good breeder will have his image of the type that he wants to 
breed. He will know which bloodlines should give him this look. There are a number of 
types in the Arabian world but the straight Egyptian needs to be thought of only under 
those terms. For some lines, I still believe that the tail female is the determiner of type. 

11. What horse that you have bred, or admired from afar, comes the closest 
to your ideal Arabian horse? Do you appreciate and/or breed for more 
than one type? Please explain.

The horse that will always come the closest to my ideal Arabian is Nazeer. When 
you look at the old photos, even though they would not be in the fashion of today, you 
can see his almost perfect conformation. He had an extremely well-balanced body with 
a very good head that was not extreme and fit well with his overall masculinity.

When I took over the EAO, I asked the staff to find me everything that was in 
storage or buried in old offices. One of the treasures is a book from the ‘40s by Dr. 
Ashoub which has a photograph of Nazeer that I had not seen before. It shows him 
in his absolute prime. This picture never leaves my mind. It is what I would love to 
achieve, but that is still only a prayer in my heart until now.
 
12. Is there another question that you would like to ask and answer?

I suppose that what I would like 
to remind people is that with the 
Arabian horse, you cannot have beauty 
without function. The horse is the total 
of everything that makes him: type, 
conformation, balance, athletic abilities, 
and most importantly his presence and his 
great spirit. This is what makes us all love 
the Arabian and this is what we must work 
to preserve.

Dr. Ibrahim Zaghloul
Director General EAO (Ret.), Cairo, 
Egypt
1. Please give us a brief, thumbnail 
sketch of your involvement with 
the Arabian breed.

In the beginning, I worked with Dr. 
Ameen Zaher who was in charge of Land 
Reclamation for the Ministry and brought 
in Dr. Mohamed Marsafi who became 
Director of Breeding for all animals under 
the Ministry including horses. In 1960, 
I was transferred to the EAO with Dr. 
Marsafi but in the beginning, we only 
spent one day a week with the horses.

Then, in 1967, the other animals 
split off and Dr. Marsafi and I went to 
El Zahraa full time. I became Director of 
EAO in 1980 when Dr. Marsafi retired 
but he still came every day to have his 
coffee with me and look at the horses. 
After I retired, I went to Bahrain for three 
years to work on the breeding program at 
the Royal Stud, which until today has kept 
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its blood pure.
Now I am back in Egypt but still go 

to the EAO a few days every week. Once 
it is your place, you cannot leave it.
 
2. Among Arabian horses, one 
can see many “types.” A variety of 
characteristics have come down 
to us through the ages from the 
desert, yet today’s halter showring 
seems to reward only one “ideal” 
type. What are your thoughts on 
this discrepancy? What is its impact 
on the breed?

So much of what I see in the 
showring today are not Arabians. They are 
plastic toys. They look like some of the 
actresses who have so much plastic surgery 
— put something here, take something 
out there — that you cannot see the 
woman anymore. They have done that to 
the horses. 

It is OK to try to improve something 
in the breed but it has to have a natural 
reason. You should not distort what has 
made the Egyptian so special in all the 
world. Just look at what they say is a 
topline. God created a place for the saddle 
and the rider. How can you ride some of 
these horses today — and never bareback? 
The pastern must be at a 45-degree angle 
so that the horse can move in the sand. 

A pretty head is a good thing and is 
important to the Arabian but with some 
of these dishes I see, the horse cannot 
breathe. It would never have survived 
in its original environment. We moved 
the horses from the farm at Bahtim to El 
Zahraa so that they could live and breathe 
in the desert because that is what we were 
back then.

In past years, I judged all over the 
world from Paris to Australia, but I could 
never judge today. These are not Arabians 
that are true to type. 

3. One recognized quality of the 
original Arabian horse is a willing 
and kind disposition toward 

humans. Do you believe that current training practices for halter show 
horses are compatible with the original nature of the purebred Arabian 
horse?

How could they be all right for the Arabian horse? All the whipping, clipping, and 
painting they do? I have seen the horses shivering from the handler. How can this be 
good?

I will tell you two times that I watched the true character of the Arabian. One 
day, sitting on the veranda of the EAO, I saw two mares over in the corner in the grass. 
They were standing head to tail. Both were asleep but their tails were swishing the flies 
off each other’s face. They were taking care of each other.

You know, here in Egypt, we have a custom that one week after the birth of a 
baby, the mother and all the women relatives make a party where they put the baby in 
the middle of a circle and they sing and dance and pray for the baby. One day I was 
walking through the mare paddock when they brought out a week-old foal. The other 
mares in the paddock came around her and the dam and made a circle. They were 
protecting the foal until it was ready to move from the mother.

These poor horses that I see in the showring today would not know how to do 
that. They are too afraid for themselves.

You also should know that hard treatment of animals is forbidden in Islam. I know 
it happens sometimes, but it is not supposed to.
 
4. In “The Egyptian Alternative,” the author builds a case in favor of 
outcrossing, citing the views of several authors. He observes that there is 
a worldwide tendency to inbreed from “elite” bloodlines, and warns that 
sustained inbreeding leads to loss of spirit and to gradual degeneration 
of the stock.  
Please give us your opinion on these points in theory, and also based on 
your own experience.

For sure, a good breeder will have to outcross. If you only breed from the same 



40 ! THE EGYPTIAN ALTERNATIVE ! WORLD

lines for generation after generation, it will have to lose quality. You get some things 
that you want to have, but there are many problems that come after too long of the 
same breeding.

We will lose everything this way and not gain anything. You know that without the 
original horses from the EAO, there would be no Arabians in the world and that should 
be respected by using all of the lines.

In the Royal Stud of Bahrain, there are 20 strains and sub-strains and they only 
breed to those but they use all of them. The other bloodlines from outside are kept at 
private farms but are never used by the Royal program.
 
5. Do you believe that for outcrossing purposes, tail female lines are 
important considerations today?

The female is the origin so it is very important. I believe that at least 60 percent of 
the foal comes from the dam. You add the stallion line because you know that there are 
certain stallions that will add what you need to the mare and should complete what you 
want done. A real breeder will study these subjects. He will not breed because someone 
tells him this will win a show.

6. Do you have a favorite coat color? Do you consider color when you 
make breeding decisions? Why or why not?

I have no favorite. I go by the horse. And we know that there are no guarantees 
when you breed for color except that chestnut to chestnut will give you chestnut. With 
the others, anything can happen.

7. According to the author, it has been accepted without much thought 
or debate that the Ottoman rulers of Egypt and their immediate 
entourage (Abbas Pasha, etc.) are the source of the Egyptian Arabian, 
perhaps the best source. The author, on the other hand, points to the 
desertbred bloodstock of Inshass and to desertbred stock generally as 
being equally important, in the long run. Where do you stand on this 
point? 

As I understand, Inshass blood came from the Royal Family Studs so it is all the 

same blood. And they all came from the 
desert originally. After the Revolution, 
all of the horses from Inshass went to the 
EAO and they were kept separately but 
there was no real reason to do this. 

Another problem we had was what 
was written in the old days for the origin 
of the horses. If they had just written 
“Original Arabian” or “Desertbred” we 
would not have had some of the problems 
and confusion on who the horses came 
from. El Deere was written as coming 
from the Royal Stables. If they had said, 
DB or OA, it would have been all right 
later on. 

It was the desert that gave us all the 
ancestors, so it cannot be ignored in the 
pedigrees.
 
8. The author declares that in the 
modern era, an Egyptian “identity” 
has been threatened by reservoir-
depleting overselling of stock 
out of Egypt and by the lack of 
organized resistance to breeding 
in conformity to western showring 
standards. Do you agree? Why or 
why not? 

The problems we have today have 
come from people who don’t really care 
about the horse or what they are doing. 
The original breeders had their own 
programs but did not know how to set the 
standards. Everyone was too busy trying 
to survive so there was no time to think 
about that. After the Revolution, the 
breeders had to become buyers and sellers 
to survive, so no one noticed what was 
happening. Today most of the people I see 
are only buyers.

Yes, horses were sold from the El 
Zahraa in the late ‘60s but we usually 
had brothers and sisters. The EAO itself 
was responsible for many divisions and 
gave what money they could to each of 
the departments. El Zahraa had no other 
resources to even buy feed, so horses 
were sold. There were probably some 
horses that we look back and say that we 
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shouldn’t have sold them. But we still have 
the blood and if someone studies they can 
bring it back.

What I see in the showring today 
looks to me like everything is being set 
in the West and after that in the Arab 
countries. Look how we now have Polish 
and Russian bloodlines here in Egypt. It is 
hard to find the Egyptian horse anymore.

9. What are your thoughts on 
whether or not the EAO should be 
privatized? What do think would be 
the best way to preserve this living 
cultural heritage of Egypt?

No. It needs to stay with the 
government. If it goes to private groups, 
no one will care about what El Zahraa 
is and needs to stay. It will only be used 
for someone else’s benefit and the horse 
will continue to lose. Anyone who says 
it should go to outside sources does 
not really care about El Zahraa and its 
traditions. 

They should be trying more to think 
how to preserve and improve it, not to 
sell it off. Since I have been going to El 
Zahraa in the early ‘60s, it is my place and 
I cannot see it go to people who just want 
to use it up and finish it off.

10. In his conclusion, the author 
offers two specific suggestions 
for constructive reforms. First, 
he proposes moving away from pure 
and simple phenotypic evaluation 
in order to include ability under 
saddle as an equal criterion in 
judging. His second suggestion is 
to judge every bloodline separately, 
in an effort to conserve for the 
long-term the typical identity of 
every historical bloodline, male 
and female. He asks, “Can you really 
compare an Anter to an Akhtal, 
a Morafic to a Gassir?” Your 
thoughts?

You have to ride the horses or they 
are not horses. We used to put them with 

a saddle on their back at two and a half years. But it was a saddle only. When they were 
three, we put a boy on the back and little by little they went to be fully ridden.

In the first shows we did twenty years, we brought the stallions down the road 
from their barn and they were ridden bareback by grooms in galabeyas. They came into 
the ring and they were one meter apart and no one ever made a problem. Then they 
were shown separately and free. This is how you have a horse.

On the second point, I don’t believe you can have enough of any one bloodline in 
a horse to judge it as a separate bloodline. You have some characteristics of the lines in 
any horse but they are a mix of everyone in their pedigree.

I believe you judge it as an Arabian.

11. What horse that you have bred, or admired from afar, comes the 
closest to your ideal Arabian horse? Do you appreciate and/or breed for 
more than one type? Please explain. 

There are so many that I have loved through the years, it is hard to say. I think of 
Mourad as a real Bedouin type. He caught me. Adalat – how can I say why? She is just 
Adalat and that is my ideal. Hafid Anter is another stallion I loved but I cannot tell 
you why.

And for me, there is always Ikhnaton. He had a presence and a character like no 
other stallion I knew. The day of that first show at El Zahraa when I had to announce 
that he had died that morning was something that does not leave me even now.

All the horses that I loved are my ideal. That is all I can tell you.

12. Is there another question that you would like to ask and answer?
My question is how do I find people like we had in the best days of El Zahraa?
We had people like Erika Schiele, who would get out of her car at the gate and 

walk down the road until she came to the mare paddock. Then she would stop and 
pray for the mares and the foals. Judi and Don Forbis asked to have cake here to 
celebrate an Ansata anniversary. Barbara Johanson loved our horses and her daughter 
learned to ride here before they took some back with them. Hansi Heck has known 
and studied our horses so much that she knows them better than almost anyone here. 
Gabrielle Boiselle photographed the horses in the paddocks running and being as great 
as they were. There was no makeup then. There were the Arabian horses. This is what 
we need to find again.
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 Response by 
Philippe Paraskevas

First, I would like to thank the 
distinguished members of the panel for 
taking part in this Forum of discussion 
on the main ideas developed in “The 
Egyptian Alternative.” I would also like 
to thank Denise Hearst and Arabian 
Horse World magazine for making this 
possible. In Volume 1, subtitled “Breeding 
The Arabian Horse,” I sought to put my 
ideas and my passionate views about the 
noble breed on paper. Those of you who 
may have already read it will know that 
my book is a book of conviction. My 
writing seeks to bring a fresh perspective 
on salient points of doctrine upon which 
the future direction of our horse is clearly 
contingent. My small contribution to 
the body of literature that is being made 
available to breeders of the Arabian horse 
in Egypt and throughout the world is the 
fruit of a lifelong study of the available 
sources of knowledge. It is also based on 
my personal experience as a breeder, one 
geared toward the long-term preservation 
of the Egyptian Arabian. 

Since its publication, it has been 
said that my book is controversial. This 
controversy has already served a purpose. 
It has opened the door to a serious in-
depth discussion on the future direction 
of our breed and I am honored that so 
many people throughout the world have 
now joined this spirited conversation. 
As for this Forum, it seems to me that 
the reputation and the credentials of the 
participants in the discussion certainly 
attest to the importance that was given 
to the subject matter. Having said that, 
it is also clear that just as with any book 
written with the ambition to bring about 
radical change, it was always sure to be 
opposed by some. I am gratified that so 
many varying voices are now being heard 
in open discussion.

Getting down to the business of 
the Forum: as a writer who is seeking 
constructive and positive developments, 
I naturally welcome all points of view 
from any end of the spectrum of thought. 
I do not expect rubber-stamp approval. 
I believe in unfettered debate and I also 
believe that the more in-depth we take 
our discussion as a community, the more 
the Egyptian Arabian will benefit in the 
long run. It is in this spirit and with total 
respect for every other stakeholder in the 
future of the breed that I would now like 
to give Arabian Horse World magazine my 
thoughts and impressions on the input of 
the participants of the Forum.

Allow me to begin my response 
in an order differing from that of the 
sequence of appearance of the answers in 
AHW and also to mix them up. Starting 
close to home, I would like to comment 
on Dr. Nasr Marei’s detailed response 
to the questionnaire. In “The Egyptian 
Alternative,” I dedicated a chapter to 
the comparative merits of inbreeding 
versus outcrossing and I identified this 
issue as perhaps the most important 
one that breeders of our horse need to 
address. I am pleased that Dr. Nasr Marei 
agreed with me on the fact that sustained 
inbreeding is inherently harmful, a view 
that was also endorsed by a majority of the 
panelists. Anita Enander took this point a 
step further by pointing to my warnings 
related to the fearsome possibility of the 
formation of a genetic bottleneck. In the 
context of the work of The Institute for 
the Desert Arabian Horse, she gave us a 
glimpse of the possibilities of conservation 
that are envisioned there.

On another subject fraught with deep 
emotions and carrying wide ramifications 
for the future of the breed, Dr. Marei 
— the widely recognized international 
judge — showed fortitude in saying that 
some current training and conditioning 

Philippe Paraskevas
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methods of Arabian horses geared toward success in the halter-class showring are 
unacceptable. On this same subject necessitating urgent corrective action, Allison 
Mehta went as far as describing the worst of the abuses that are known to be practiced 
there as “despicable.” I can hardly quarrel with that judgment, which reinforces and 
expands upon Dr. Nasr Marei’s position on this point. Gary Kenworthy brought in 
another dimension to the Forum’s discussion in this regard by reminding us all that it 
is often the owners — and their desire, in his own words “to win at any cost” — that 
are primarily responsible for any abusive training and showing methods, an opinion 
that was also shared by Allison Mehta. In pointing us toward a very different direction, 
Joe Ferriss suggested that noncompetitive shows could be very useful. I certainly agree 
with that proposal; it is perfectly compatible with Dr. Kent Mayfield’s novel vision 
of “relational power.” It is indeed my opinion that the collaborative approach to the 
breeding of the desert Arabian is certainly the best suited to ensure its long-term 
survival. In my book, I spoke of the necessity of setting up “safe-havens” to help in 
the conservation efforts of those of us who believe in preservation breeding. Any such 
circles would usefully complement the noble institution of the EAO in the success of 
its mission. In his answer to question 2, Ahmed Hamza, the current Chairman of the 
EAO, confirmed his continued commitment to preservation breeding at El Zahraa.

Staying on the subject of the showrings: Dr. Mayfield’s potent analogy “… like 
measuring potential Miss Americas against Botticelli’s Venus of times gone by” is as 
telling as any that I have heard of or read. Furthermore, his words of warning on “the 
impact on the breed which only future generations will recognize fully” should be 
food for thought for every responsible breeder of our horse. In view of his unique set 
of credentials, these words by Dr. Mayfield must be given, in my opinion, singular 
attention. Together with the dangers inherent in inbreeding, many other members 
of this panel have, it seems to me, agreed that competitive in-hand showing can be 
judged to be a source of severe problems. The standout exception was Shawn Crews 

who suggested that horses in halter 
shows are, in her own words, “pampered 
and happy”… 99.9 percent of the time. 
Shawn Crews must surely be describing 
her personal experience and her own 
love and care of the horses — we can 
all admire her spirit and enthusiasm in 
her close working relationship with Judy 
Sirbasku. In synthesis, and since so many 
knowledgeable voices have been raised 
to speak out against the abuses and the 
very nature of these shows — leading to 
those abuses — dedicated breeders may 
now ask: will the organizations in charge 
of competitive in-hand showing finally 
become willing to act on what is widely 
agreed to be nefarious, or is inertia going 
to prevail? If the path to reform is further 
blocked by the powerful few, will the 
market not then be seen by all to be the 
main impediment to progress — just 
as I suggested in the conclusion to my 
book? I beg of every concerned member 
of our breeding community to continue 
to speak up for change. The consensus 
view that emerges from this Forum 
is that the European-style halter class 
showring — the one that often rewards a 
restricted number of characteristics best 
showcased by narrow-based inbreeding 
desperately needs serious in-depth reform, 
as I forcefully suggested in “The Egyptian 
Alternative.”

Another reform that I have suggested 
is the incorporation of performance and 
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riding ability as a criterion of judgment of Arabian horses. The mixed bag of responses 
from panelists suggests that opinion remains divided on this subject. In my writing, the 
starting premise was  — and still remains — that we need to take into consideration 
that the Arabian was primarily a warhorse. Dani el Barbary was kind enough to 
support me on this point, as did Dr. Ibrahim Zaghloul who insisted that, in his words: 
“you have to ride the horses or they are not horses.” “Plastic toys,” is what he compared 
the other kind of Arabians to. Dr. Mayfield, on his part, chose to put the emphasis on 
the past social role of the horse, his utility and purpose — and contrasted it with the 
inevitably different present: “What the Bedouin created and sustained is of another 
sort than what we value and celebrate in today’s arena.” If we start from these twin 
postulates (the warrior past of the Desert Arabian and his social function in ancient 
Bedouin society) I suggest that it becomes self-evident that something needs to be 
done in order to take courage, heart, riding ability, and endurance into consideration. 
Another panelist who came out squarely in favor of the idea of including riding ability 
is Dr. Marei. In his words: “I agree with the author that more emphasis should be put 
on performance in assessing and evaluating horses in the showring.”

The exact path to beneficial reform naturally remains open to debate and 
discussion. While I am forceful on the subject of the dire necessity of reform, I 
personally do not claim to hold alone a definitive formula — nor a panacea. On 
the opposing side of this school of thought, others have objected to such a reform, 
mostly for logistical reasons, it seems to me. I am aware that similar proposals have 
been floated by others before me and that past attempts at implementation have 
been deemed as failures. It is my opinion however that in view of the stakes involved, 
we may need to try again. Anita Enander compared this perennial problem to 

“complaining about the weather” — “or 
if anyone is going to do anything about 
it.” I concede that at this moment in 
time it appears that only a minority of 
breeders really support the inclusion of 
performance as an equal-status criterion 
of judgment. Mindful of their right to 
opinions of their own, I thank every 
panelist who believes in a different 
point of view than that expressed in 
“The Egyptian Alternative” for giving us 
insights into his/her thinking. In synthesis, 
the sum total of the opinions expressed 
in this Forum leads me to a conclusion 
that may become acceptable to all parties 
concerned: It is incumbent on those of us 
who wish to see performance included as 
a criterion to come up collectively with a 
new paradigm that will both satisfy our 
aspirations and also gain the support of 
current doubters. Our work is cut out 
for us.

In his answer to question 4, Dr. 
Mayfield gives us precious insights into 
some of the deleterious side effects of 
sustained inbreeding: “fertility issues, 
foal rejection and a variety of genetically 
linked disorders.” Dr. Mayfield is echoing 
here Dr. Amin Zaher, a principal source 
of any study of the Egyptian Arabian. 
His sharp analysis of the underlying 
reasons behind the successful development 
of the Arabian horse into “a product” 
makes it crystal clear that the market is 
the primary driving force in the way the 
industry fashioned the modern breed. 
These are precisely the themes that were 
developed in my book. Dr. Mayfield 
differed however from my own line of 
thinking by writing: “… Still, this is much 
a part of the industry of marketing and 
positioning-for-advantage. It has relevance 
to — but ought not be construed as 
altogether identical with — concerns 
over breed integrity and best practices in 
breeding for the well-being of the breed 
over time.” While I do agree with the 
broad thrust of this statement, I personally 
believe that the said concerns should be 
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considered “quasi-identical” with concerns 
over the breed’s long-term integrity, 
nothing less. In the end, it may well be 
that our differences over this fine point 
may be a matter of nuance. In his answer 
to question 10, Dr. Mayfield sets out 
worthy standards for responsible breeders 
of our horse. I invite Egyptian breeders to 
give these standards serious consideration.

Moving on to the answers of Joe 
Ferriss, I would like to go straight to 
the very last comments he made in his 
interview: these seem to be in perfect 
accord with the main thrust of the thesis 
underlying “The Egyptian Alternative,” 
volume 1. Joe Ferriss: “Each preceding 
breeder can be an inspiration and their 
ideal must be respected and understood. 
But in the end one must plot their own 
course rather than seeking to emulate 
others. This is not only the courageous 
thing to do, it is good for the breed.” In 
“The Egyptian Alternative,” I encourage 
every breeder, Egyptian or foreign, to 
chart their own course rather than to 
follow any predetermined “ideal.” 

Some panelists discussed the hot topic 
of my spirited defense of the EAO and my 
insistence that it never be privatized; this 
came in question 9. Joe Ferriss rightfully 
exercised restraint on the subject of the 
desirability of the privatization of the EAO 
on the basis of the view that it is primarily 
a matter for Egyptians to debate. This last 
position was also adopted by several other 
non-Egyptian panelists. On the other 
hand, Allison Mehta points to the success 
of the Polish state studs as examples to 
follow, as did Anita Enander, and I must 
thank Allison and Anita for adding to our 
conversation on this important point. This 
leads us to the analysis of the views of the 
Egyptian panelists on any privatization; 
these include some of the most 
recognizable names of the Egyptian scene. 
The synthesis of the views expressed on 
this point certainly oppose privatization 
and I would like to specifically second the 
patriotic response of Dr. Marei and that of 

Dr. Zaghloul, both of whom condemned unambiguously the very idea of privatization 
of the EAO. In this regard, the clear-cut position of Ahmed Hamza, the current 
Chairman of the EAO is reassuring, it is to his honor, read his lips: “Definitely not. It 
should never be privatized.” Adding to the rationale underlying my own opposition to 
privatization, Anita Enander also casts doubt as to whether genetic/phenotypic diversity 
can be maintained given market forces. I have suggested in my book that this is indeed 
not possible, and this goes to explain my insistence that the EAO never be privatized 
in any shape or form. Indeed, I have called for re-foundation. Every Egyptian breeder 
treasuring the heritage of the EAO continues to hope that creeping privatization by 
indirect means, or under any other denomination, will never be allowed to succeed. 
Be warned however: market-driven opportunism will never give up on the dream of 
privatizing the EAO. One way or another, there will be scheme after scheme after 
scheme. 

A comprehensive set of thoughtful answers to the questionnaire was given to 
students of the breed by Marion Richmond of Australia. I would like to point to 
Marion’s warning of the effects of the growing trend toward uniformity of type in the 
breed. In her own words: “ … So you now have hundreds of offspring from only a very 
few stallions,” she wrote. “This limits an already limited genetic pool and subsequently 
changes the current appearance of the Arabian.” In chapters 2 and 3 of “The Egyptian 
Alternative,” I examined in detail the consequences of artificial insemination, embryo 
transfer and surrogate mother care, bringing to the fore the views of legendary breeders, 



46 ! THE EGYPTIAN ALTERNATIVE ! WORLD

such as Federico Tesio. Marion Richmond seems to concur with me that AI and ET 
have become aggravating factors in this regard, alongside showring-induced fashions. In 
her response to question 4, Marion furthers her reasoning and builds a conclusive case, 
it seems to me, in favor of outcrossing. Allison Mehta is also an advocate of outcrossing. 
The commercially motivated attacks on certain non-mainstream bloodlines by some 
breeders bent on cornering the market are narrow-sighted and can only harm the whole 
of the breed. Along with Marion Richmond, I must thank Allison Mehta and also 
Marilyn Lang for taking an unambiguous stance against prevalent prejudices against 
some of our heritage bloodlines. Marilyn Lang: “The nucleus of the straight Egyptian 
bloodlines is very small, and in my humble opinion, we cannot afford to lose any 
further lines or this will lead to a gradual degeneration of the bloodstock.” 

Allison Mehta emphasized and expanded on my notion of “formation of 
characteristics” — as opposed to the more prevalent “fixation of characteristics” that 
are mostly sought after by many modern breeders. In her answer to question 4, Allison 
perfectly summarized the tragic consequences for the breed of the view that the breed 
is best served by limiting the number of bloodlines used at stud. In so doing, she 
echoed my own analysis of the difference between the exclusive approach to bloodlines, 
as opposed to the inclusive. The study of the doctrines that are involved in these 
very different approaches to the breed underpin my writing. Allison Mehta also said, 
“I think that the saddest thing about the popularity of certain bloodlines (and the 
assassination of others) is that many wonderful horses have not been used with each 
other.” Indeed, think about the unsung potential: Double Obayan to double Krushan. 
Krushan to Obayan Obaya. Mabrouka Inshass to Samira Inshass, along with any 
other combination of Inshass in tail female in succession. Now, imagine adding to the 
above-mentioned backdrop of outcross blood: Gamil El Kebir sire-line to El Deree-line 

sired broodmares (and vice versa). Why 
are these tantalizing possibilities all but 
ignored? Only because of the influence of 
the concept of the ‘Ideal Arabian’ and the 
way it dominates halter shows. 

Dani el Barbary, one of our most 
respected elders in the Egyptian Arabian 
breeding scene expressed herself succinctly 
but powerfully with her unique form of 
sincerity. As she has done many times 
before, Dani eloquently spoke out against 
the “showring business.” In her own 
words: “They are losing the Arabian spirit 
and following blindly what they are told 
will win the shows.” In volume 1 of “The 
Egyptian Alternative,” I presented the case 
in favor of outcross Inshass bloodstock, 
as available through the EAO (the strains 
of Obayan Om Greice, Obayan Obaya, 
Kohailan Krush, Saklaweya Inshass 
Mabrouka and Inshass Samira). I am 
gratified that in her response to question 
7, Dani agreed with my assessment of 
the gifts to Inshass as being of being of 
extraordinary quality, well worth our 
efforts to preserve their separate typical 
identity. Dani remains a tireless advocate 
in support of a “desert Arabian” and of 
desertbred bloodlines. Our horse, she 
insists, was initially bred for warfare in 
the desert; this last point is not devoid 
of consequences. In support of this 
viewpoint, I have quoted in my book El 
Moutanabi, Blunt, Emir Abd El Kader, 
and other authorities from the past.

Gary Kenworthy is a voice that came 
out in agreement with my suggestion 
that the breed need not be confined to 
the admirable Abbas Pasha/Ali Pasha 
Sherif lines and that the other desertbred 
bloodlines are equally meaningful, 
certainly so in the long-term perspective. 
Anita Enander took this point further 
by pointing to the potential of Asil 
bloodstock residing in Bahrain and 
Saudi Arabia. As a point of doctrine, 
Anita clarifies that the Pashas of Egypt 
collected horses from both the south of 
Arabia and from as far north as Syria. In 
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any case, the Bedouins were nomadic. 
This point is of great relevance and our 
understanding of its implications will 
lead us to eschew attempts to limit the 
breed to a handful of “elite” bloodlines 
hailing exclusively from southern (Nejdi) 
origins — however admirable these 
may be. On another note, I have found 
that many panelists are reserved on any 
perceived attempt to diminish the role of 
the rulers of Egypt in the development 
of the breed. On this, I must point to 
the fact that I myself clearly credited the 
Pashas with salvaging the breed. (I refer 
readers to my remarks in page 29 of “The 
Egyptian Alternative,” volume 1.) These 
remarks must not be misconstrued as 
diminishing the Pashas’ role, as I properly 
acknowledge their influence. Having said 
that, it is also clear that it is my declared 
ambition to move the discussion away 
from endless glorification of the Pashas’ 
horses (an attitude that can be judged 
to be marketing-oriented and favoring 
a restricted number of bloodlines) 
toward study of the prior founding past 
in the desert of Arabia. In my book, I 
focus on the unique role of the harsh 
desert environment in the formation of 
characteristics that predated the Pashas. I 
also focus on the present day, decrying the 
twin evils of abusive showring methods 
and extreme inbreeding. This is my 
unapologetic attempt to shed new light 
on those turning points in the history of 
the breed that are, in my opinion, of the 
greatest relevance to us today.

On my specific proposal to judge 
typical bloodlines separately on their own 
merits and according to their specific 
heritage, Gary Kenworthy raises objections 
related to the obvious difficulty of 
logistics and he also questions feasibility. 
In his own words: “where would he (the 
author) find enough people who may be 
qualified to judge such a show?” This is a 
valid question. Along these lines, Allison 
Mehta also lamented the fact that very few 
judges even know enough about Anter 

and Gassir, further raising the bar of difficulty of judging typical bloodlines separately. 
I thank both Gary and Allison for their insights. The same limitation seems to apply 
to Egyptian breeders. Ahmed Hamza: “some breeders are aware of the different lines 
but many are not.” At this important point of the Forum’s discussion, I would like to 
turn our collective attention to the following contradiction that permeates our circles 
and somehow goes unnoticed: On the one hand, many breeders openly admit that 
outcrossing is a necessity, a pressing one. On the other hand, they will also tell you that 
most of today’s breeders (read, the markets) know little of the peripheral sire lines and 
outcross tail females and therefore ascribe little value to them. This, I suggest, is leading 
us into a quandary. How will we deal with this situation?

My response to the synthesis of expert opinion on the problem that was identified 
above will be that the widespread lack of awareness of the value and proper use of non-
mainstream bloodlines such as Gassir and Anter (not to speak of Akhtal, Nasrallah, Seif, 
Sameh, and the others) is just the symptom of a problem that needs the attention of the 
leaders of the industry as well as dedicated organizations. My suggestion; of crowning 
a champion from every bloodline (male and female) is just one suggestion, I am sure 
there are many more. In the end, I hope that we will never give up in our attempts 
to preserve all of our heritage bloodlines and it is precisely because of the observable 
neglect by the marketplace of the non-fashionable bloodlines that I have undertaken to 
write volume 2 my book, which is designed to showcase the strengths of every Egyptian 
Arabian available through the EAO. This will be my personal contribution toward the 
ideals of conservation.
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Marilyn Lang expressed strong opinions on the “Ideal Arabian” such as: “… many 
straight Egyptian breeders are putting way too much emphasis on deep dishes today.” 
This is a very important issue indeed and I must also point to her related remarks on 
the necessity of avoiding following “fads.” In her answers to the third question, Marilyn 
gave us precious insights into her thinking on the subject of the problems of inbreeding. 
While Marilyn generally agrees with the many panelists who oppose excessive 
inbreeding, she went further and advanced the following view: “…The problem is 
not so much the inbreeding but that so very few bloodlines are used to inbreed.” As I 
understand her statement, she is sounding the alarm on the necessity of keeping variety 
and diversity within the Egyptian Arabian equine population and I readily echo her 
concern. I must particularly thank Marilyn Lang for candidly bringing up a sensitive 
subject that lies at the heart of “The Egyptian Alternative”: the East/West divide as it 
relates to the Arabian horse. This is a very important subject that raises age-old issues 
going far beyond mere issues of breeding for it reaches deep into the realm of cultural 
values. Some would prefer to sidestep this issue. For the sake of the future of the breed, 
there is no avoiding the discussion of this topic, it is one that needs to be brought 
to the fore and further addressed by the scholars of the breed — not sidestepped or 
finessed. Just to put the record straight: I am neither the first nor the only writer to 
have remarked on the negative influence of the “West” on the Arabian horse. In my 
book, I pointed to the fact that Dr. Hans Nagel questioned in writing whether the 
modern-day “champion” horses truly reflect Middle Eastern culture or whether they 
are not rather more the embodiment of a new, “European Arabian.” In “The Egyptian 
Alternative,” I substituted the word “European” with the word “Western” in order 
to expand our horizon and to include similar practices originating in “the West” that 

may not be, strictly speaking, European. 
This must not be seen as an anti-Western 
attitude at all, rather it is my call to 
Egyptian breeders to retain our sense of 
identity and yes, it is my opinion that 
halter classes and showrings were the tools 
of marketing devised outside of Egypt, 
and, for that matter, outside of Arabia. 
The most famous authority to have ever 
spoken out against “the West,” of course, 
was none other than Abbas Pasha who 
famously said: “Never for a moment must 
you believe that the horses born in your 
countries are genuine Arabs, for the simple 
reason that the Arab horse can scarcely 
retain its qualities and characteristics for 
which it is renowned unless it breathes the 
desert air.” Abbas Pasha spoke the plain 
truth and I am personally not offended by 
it even as I understand that the Egyptian 
environment itself is less well-suited for 
the Arabian horse than that of the Nejd. 
In the face of the inevitable (the uprooting 
of the Arabian), what dedicated breeders 
can do is to try to avoid any beauty-
contest-like halter shows and to ride their 
horses in order to maintain their core 
abilities (preferably in the desert or, where 
and when deserts may be unavailable, in 
similarly demanding conditions). It is 
my opinion that riding usefulness alone 
can help to mitigate the uprooting in the 
long run. 

Anita Enander is one who understood 
for what they really are my critical 
references to “the West” — in the narrow 
context of “Desert Arabian” horses. I 
will wrap up the Forum’s discussion by 
quoting her: “It is not surprising that 
Westerners have defined an ‘ideal’ as a 
single phenotype, but it is an imposition 
of a Western view that doesn’t fit the 
original Bedouin horse.”In conclusion, I 
would like to thank all the members of 
the Forum for their learned answers and I 
extend my best wishes to all.

— Philippe Paraskevas


